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EXCLUSIVE 


Adem Poric: Is he the Gazza of Aussie Soccer ? 


McCoist 
Unlikely to 
Leave 

Scotland 


BY Stuart Bell 


STORIES ARE sweeping Australian 
soccer about the likely imminent arrival 
of Scottish meg striker, Ally McCoist. 

But the man who has become a cult 
figure in Glasgow after winning every 
honour in the game with Rangers seems 
unlikely to leave his r :tive land — at least 
for the foreseeable future. 


Sa 


“T can’t see it,” said a friend of the 
striker. “Ally has only recently signed on 
with Kilmarmock and there was 25,000 
people just to see him at the club’s pre- 
season open day. 

“The boy is huge. He has even got his 
own TV show.” 

It looked likely that McCoist would 
have gone to play in the J League after 
his contract with rangers expired last 
season but he turned his back on that big 
money deal as well as others in England, 
USA and France, to stay in Scotland. 

Stories linking him with Northern 
Spirit, it seems, dre just that; stories. 

“I can’t see it,” /nside Soccer was told, 
“after all it is hardly as if he needs the 
money, is it?” 
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HO HO HO: And it’s that time of the year again with Australia’s best selling soccer publication wishing you all a-Merry Christmas 


Ram Sport 
Noddy’s Xmas Harbour Front eancant 
a D&D Services 
Pressies for Ed/Men Labour Hire 
- Mr Fashion 
Australian Soccer Pepsport 


The Soccer Place 
CENTRE PAGE FEATURE _— Supporting Australian Soccer 


Australian defender 
Kevin Muscat is re- 
portedly under threat 
of legal action from 
two players injured 
following controversial 
tackles. 

Charlton midfielder 
Matty Holmes needed 
three operations and 
had a metal rod in- 
serted in his left leg 
after a tackle when his 
club met First Division 
Wolves in February. 

His solicitors have 
written to Muscat 
threatening legal ac- 
tion, while Norwich's 
Welsh star Craig Bel- 
lamy, who needed nine 


stitches in his knee fol- 


lowing a clash on Sat- 
urday, is also consider- 
ing a lawsuit. 

Referee John Kirby 


took no action 
against Muscat on 
Saturday, but told 
England’s The Sun 
newspaper he was 
willing to review the 
incident. 

Holmes told the 
paper he had not 
played for the first 
team since his injury, 
which like 
Bellamy's was not 
spotted by the refe- 
ree; 

He said he planned 
to sue if he failed to 
return to football. 

"I have three years | 
to decide if I want to 


sue," he said. 
"Since that tackle I 
have never heard 


from the player or 
the club. "It has been 
a nightmare". 
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back to Marconi 


By Bruce Campbell 


SOCCEROO Matthew 
Bingley was a visitor at 
Marconi on Saturday 
night as his former club 
went down 2-0 to visiting 
Carlton. 

Bingley’s contract with 
J League side JEF United 
finishes at the end of this 
Japanese season but the 
brilliant utility player was 
reluctant to be drawn on 
his future. 

“T've got a bit of an 
injury so officially I am 
holiday until my contract 
Tuns out at the end of 
January,“ Bingley told 
Inside Soccer. 

“I haven’t given the 
next step much thought, 
really I just want to have 
a bit ofa break from foot- 
ball and then see what 
happens.“ 

In Japan Bingley’s 
blond hair made -him a 
stand-out with the club’s 
fans but he also revealed 
what a great time he had 
with his team-mates as 
well. 

“Tt was _brilliant,« _he 
said, “they really looked 
after me very well. 

“There was no question 


of me being frozen out 
because I was a for- 
eigner — the exact oppo- 
site really. 

“The players were véry 
protective of me even in 
training and if anything 
ever happened they 
would all get upset. 

“I had a great time and 
it was a fabulous experi- 
ence. 

After a short spell at 
home with his family and 
girlfriend over the festive 
season Bingley will be 
looking to continue his 
career with an eye to be- 
ing a member of Raul 
Blanco's Socceroo squad. 

The utility player 
proved when given his 
chance by former coaches 
Eddie Thomson and 
Terry Venables that he 
can compete at the high- 
est level and he looks set 
for a strong run of caps — 
particularly if he chooses 
to continue his career in 
the Ericsson Cup. 

If Blanco is finally se- 
lected as the man to 
guide Australia’s fortunes 
to the next World Cup 
then that might just be 
the deciding factor which 
sees Bingley bak in 


Australia on a more per- 
manent basis. 

He watched the Carlton 
match from Steve 
Brescia’s private box at 
Marconi Stadium but 
would ‘not concede that 
that the hospitality of 
Marconi’s millionaire 
benefactor is a clue to his 
likely destination. 

It is, however, known 
that © Marconi officials 
have held preliminary 
discussions with Bingley, 
their former star. 

Bingiey himself would 
not rule out a possible 
return to Fairfield. 

Other clubs who could 
well join the frame for his 
signature include  big- 
spenders Sydney Olym- 
pic, Carlton and Northen 
Spirit. 

“T haven’t spoken to 
Sydney Olympic at all,” 
Bingley added although 
he did not rule out the 
born-again club as a pos- 
sibility. 

“We'll have to see what 
happens. 

“TI won’t be going back 
to Japan although I could 
head overseas.” 

One factor which might 
Stop him from going to 


Marconi is the lack of 
full-time football. 

In the last three years 
Bingley, a former courier, 
has blossomed as a ma- 
ture and talented player, 

A retum to part-time 
football would quite pos- 
sible be a set-back to his 
World Cup aspirations. 

And in other news at 
the Sydney club Marconi 
officials have. confirmed 
that former Wollongong 
keeper Brett Hughes has 
been training with the 


Fairfielders 

While it is expected 
that he will sign for 
Fairfield Bulls in the 
NSW ‘Super league Mar- 
coni- officials aré con- 
cerned at the lack of 
goalkeeper cover after the 
injury to number one 
Ante Covic. 

Stand-in goalie David 
Aceski has a superb game 
against Carlton but Mar- 
coni could still swoop to. 
add Hughes to their 
squad. 


ASF to investigate 
Knights spree of de- 
struction 


MELBOURNE Knights players went on a rampage 
of destruction at Newcastle on Friday night after a 
last minute equaliser cost them three valuable away 
points against the Breakers. 

Toilet facilities, showers and dressing room fix- 
tures were all smashed in the spree of violence. 

It is believed that referee Matthew Breeze, who 
was also the subject of verbal abuse from the play- 
ers, has included the incidents in his official report. 

ASF officials would not comment on the incident 
until a review of the damage has been conducted 
but there is sure to be a full-scale inquiry and the 
likelihood is that the Knights and their players 
could be facing hefty fines and censures., 


Asian 


boycott 
averted 


The Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) 
has suspended a threat 
to boycott the 2002 
World Cup over the 
continent's allocation 
of places. 

An emergency meet- 
ing of the AFC execu- 
tive committee last 
week decided to put 
the threat on hold but 
demanded that the in- 
ternational governing 
body, FIFA, comes up 
with a new proposal on 
Asia's representation at 
the finals to be co- 
hosted by South Korea 


and Japan. - 
Asian nations are 
outraged because FIFA 


gave just four places to 
the continent for the 
2002 finals - but two 
automatically go to the 
co-hosts. 

Some have called for 
an Asian boycott. 

AFC general secre- 


tary Peter Velappan 
said: "We have a very 
reasonable request. All 
we are asking for is 
half a place. Now it is 
up to FIFA to do a 
deal.” 

But Velappan 
wamed that if FIFA 
failed to deliver, the 
AFC would hold an- 
other meeting next 
year, probably April, 


AFC put boycott 


on hold, but 


Blatter is warned 


to vote on a boycott. 

The AFC appointed 
a special six-man com- 
mittee to fly to Zurich 
next February to meet 
FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter in a bid to re- 
solve the clash. 

Blatter had tried to 
head off the Asian 
threat by offering an 
extra place for the 
2006 finals but it was 
not enough. 

AFC vice president 
Manilal Fernando of 
Sri Lanka said: "FIFA 
is forcing us towards 
the wall to take drastic 
decision. 

"We don't want to 


take such a decision, 
all we want is a fair 
deal. FIFA should be 
fair to us." 

Asia had three guar- 
anteed representatives 
at France ‘98. 

South Korea, Japan 
and Saudi Arabia 
qualified directly while 
Iran defeated Australia 
in a playoff - the so- 
called three-and-a-half 


places formula. 
The AFC is looking 
for a similar deal 


where it could have an 
extra spot through a 
playoff with another 
region to end the crisis. 

The FIFA executive 
meets in March and the 
AFC has warned if the 
allocation of places is 
not changed it will or- 
der a special congress 
to vote on the boycott. 

Whatever happens, 
the AFC general secre- 
tary emphasised that 
South Korea and Japan 
would host the finals 
and nothing would pre- 
vent them playing. 


And it has revealed 
that Sepp Blatter sent a 
message to the Asian 
Football Confederation 
on the eve of their 
emergency meeting. 

Blatter's message 
offered four qualifying 
places for the 2006 
finals. 

"IT can understand 
your disappointment 
about the decision 


Bosnich still 


going to Rome? 


Aston Villa's Premiership title hopes have suf- 
fered a major setback with goalkeeper Mark Bos- 
nich facing another two months on the sidelines. 
The Australian keeper is to have surgery this 
week on the shoulder ligament injury which has 
kept him out of action since early October. 
Bosnich's worst fears were realised when he 
saw top specialist lan Bayley, the man who 
rescued the careers of top javelin throwers Steve 
Backley and Mick Hill. Now Villa manager John 
Gregory is to step up his search to bring in an 
experienced keeper to supplement current num- 


ber one Michael Oakes. 


"Mark will have surgery in the next day or two 
as a result of seeing a specialist and he will be 
out for another eight weeks," Gregory said. 
"From a purely selfish point of view I would 
have liked him to have done rehabilitation work 
for three or four weeks and then tried to start 
playing again, But the problem with that ap- 
proach was that if Mark had picked up another 
knock he would have been back to square one 
and you could have then virtualiy written the 


whole season off. 


"Myself, Mark and our physio Jim Walker de- 
cided the option of having surgery was the best 


one to take. We have missed Mark's presence 
and when he was in the side we conceded only 
two goals in eight matches. Not to have him 
around for the next eight weeks is a major 
blow. "Michael Oakes has done well but we 
have to get in another senior keeper to tied us 


over in the meantime.” 


And the news could also threaten Bosnich’s 
plans for a multi-million pound New Year 
move to Italian team Roma. The Italians are 
planning to offer Bosnich a four-year $A21.77 
million contract and want the Aston Villa star 
to sign a pre-contract agreement on New Year's 
Day, according to a report in the English paper, 
the Daily Mail. The pre-contract agreement 
would be worth $A2.72 million to Bosnich, 
who is also being sought by Manchester 
United, the club where he started his European 


career. 


Villa manager John Gregory rates Bosnich as 
one of the top three keepers in the world, but 
is resigned to losing him at the end of the sea- 
son. Bosnich has not played since Premiership 
leader Villa's 2-1 win over Coventry on Octo- 
ber 31 and his shoulder has kept him out for a 


total of 13 games. 


taken by the FIFA 
executive commit- 
tee," Blatter said. 

"The decision how- 
ever was taken in a 
purely democratic 
way taking the co- 
hosting situation and 
the results obtained 
by the Asian teams at 
the World Cup 98 
into consideration. 

The last time Asian 
nations boycotted the 
World Cup was in 
1965 over the inclu- 
sion of Israel. 

Subsequently all 
but two nations with- 
drew — North Korea 
and Australia. 

What was thought 
to be a formality for 
the Aussies tumed 
into a humiliation as 
the brilliant North 
Koreans destroyed 
Australia in two legs 
in neutral Cambodia 
before going on to 
be the surprise pack- 
age of the 1966 
World Cup in Eng- 
land. 


Lancastergate 


ITS BIGGER 
THAN BILL 


By Frank Malley 


First there was Wa- 
tergate, then 
Squidgygate, more 
recently Zippergate - 
now soccer gives us 
Lancastergate. 

Make no mistake. 

The sleaze and in- 
trigue surrounding 
the dramatic resigna- 
tion of FA chief ex- 
ecutive Graham 
Kelly and the refusal 
to walk of chairman 
Keith Wiseman de- 
spite a vote of no 
confidence could 
have as devastating 
an effect on English 
soccer as Bill 
Clinton's dalliances 
on the office of presi- 
dent. 

It could cost Eng- 
land staging the 
World Cup in 2006. 

It could undermine 
the job of England 
coach Glenn Hoddle 
as Kelly and Wise- 
man were his biggest 
supporters. 

Worst of all, how- 
ever, the whole sorry 
mess taints the image 
of English soccer in 
the eyes of the world. 

Men who thirst af- 
ter power and: influ- 
ence are often 
brought down by 
simple foolishness. 

Wiseman and Kelly 
are alleged to have 
agreed to pay $A8.8 
million of FA money 
to the FA of Wales in 
retum for Welsh 
backing for Wise- 
man's unsuccessful 
attempt to 
join the FIFA execu- 
tive. 

If that was the case 
then it was an act of 
blind stupidity. 

Just how did they 
think it would be per- 
ceived when the rest 
of the FA fogeys at 
headquarters at Lan- 
caster Gate in Lon- 


don finally stumbled 
across their plan? 

The FA's executive 
committee have proba- 
bly seen it as a sweet- 
ener but there is no 
suggestion, of course, 
that this was for per- 
sonal financial gain. 

Indeed, Kelly and 
Wiseman may have 
acted for the best of 
motives in attempting 
to increase the FA's 
influence on the world 
stage, something 
which has been glar- 
ingly lacking since the 
retirement of Sir Bert 
Millichip. 

But by acting unilat- 
erally and without the 
authorisation of the 
FA's executive com- 
mittee they laid them- 
selves open to misin- 
terpretation as the cru- 
cial vote on who will 
get the 2006 World 
Cup nears. 

At best they acted 
against the spirit and 
the constitution of the 
FA. At worst their 
pursuit of personal 
kudos was arrogant 
and distasteful. 

Whatever, it is a mis- 
judgement of quite 
startling proportions 
for 52-year-old Kelly, 
a divorced father-of- 
two who has been a 
shrewd and dependable 
football administrator 
for more than 30 years. 

He may have a Mr 
Miserable tag on ac- 
count of his perma- 
nently doleful expres- 
sion but Kelly has al- 
ways been Mr Reliable 
at times of greatest cri- 
sis. 

His 10-year reign 
witnessed some of the 
most tragic and tricky 
incidents in the history 
of English football. 

It included the trau- 
mas of Hillsborough, 
Cantona's infamous 
Kung-fu kick, the Dub- 
lin riot, match fixing 


charges, the bung 
inquiry, Bosman and 
accusations surround- 
ing former England 
manager Terry Ve- 
nables. 

Barely a week went 
by when Kelly, of 
late a fitness fanatic 
who ran five miles 
every morming in 
Hyde Park, was not 
called upon to rule on 
yet another soccer 
fiasco. 

A Blackpool gram- 
mar schoolboy, Kelly 
worked for four years 
in Barclays Bank 
while playing 
for Blackpool's third 
team alongside a 
young Emlyn Hughes 
who went on to inter- 
national honours, 
before going into 
sports administration. 

His commitment to 
and love for the game 
could never be 
doubted. And it is 
difficult not to feel 
some sympathy for 
him, especially as he 
went with swiftness, 
pride and dignity in- 
tact. His departure is 
certain to leave a 
void at a critical time 
for the future of Eng- 
lish soccer. 

The same cannot 
be said of Wiseman, 
whose stubborn re- 
fusal to leave his post 
despite a resounding 
vote of no confi- 
dence is an arrogant 
and futile gesture. 

It merely prolongs 
the turmoil, dragging 

rulers of the 


mud of a _ winter 
of discontent until 
the next FA full 
council meeting next 
month when he will 
surely be kicked into 
touch. 

There will be no 
shortage of volun- 
teers to administer 
the boot. 
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Mixed 
reactions 


THE MIXED press 
reaction to the loss of 
Jimmy Mckay was to 
me a mystery. 

Like a lot of round 
ball fans I expected 
the traditional areas of 


7; :Bruce Campbell 


<= IT’S ONLY AN OPINION 


MAYBE I am totally from but if cash con- best team place us there After all they actu- global sport which is 


alone on this one; but 
I don’t want 
Australia to be taken 
into the Asian World 
up qualification 
system. 

Instead, | prefer the 
one which FIFA has 
dumped us into. 

Of course, every- 
one in Australia is 
getting a bit carried 
away because first 
there is the little mat- 
ter of New Zealand 
and our other Oce- 
anic buddies. 

Sure, the Solomons 
and Tahiti will fall 
like skittles if we 
have a full Euro 
based squad to pick 


REACTIONS 


straints prevent that 
from happening then 
our path to the 2002 
World Cup might be 
just a little dodgy. 

Then there are those 
pesky Kiwis ....... 

Of course, the best 
scenario would be for 
the Oceania Confed- 
eration to get full entry 
but rest assured that 
will never happen. 

There is as much 
chance of Scotland 
winning the World 
Cup. 

So why do I not want 
Australia to be part of 
Asia; 

1. We would have to 
beat only their third 


2. Asians are, and this 
is no racial slur, his- 
torically, and some- 
times _ hysterically, 
wary of Australia as a 
pseudo-Anglo, as they 
see it, race 
3..Climactic and geo- 
graphic considerations 
are a minefield 

On the other hand I 
can think of a few plus 
points for South 
American  considera- 
tion; 
1, We have spent a 
great deal of the last 
ten years actually de- 
veloping our under- 
standing of that conti- 
nent simply because 
we expected FIFA to 


The public reaction to /nside Soccer Mark 11 has been superb. Going 


into print is like jumping off a cliff — with a blindfold on 


am glad to 


say that the market research done prior to November 5 has proven 
accurate. Australian soccer fans wanted a quality publication high- 
lighting the top level of local game — and now they have one. 
Because of that success we are now preparing for Stage 2; the addi- 
tion of Futsal, NSW Super League and Victorian Premier League to 


our 
cer’s te 


ges. For us that means an expansion to 32 pages as /nside Soc- 
n secks to go boldly into new areas. 


Thanks for your support — and watch the Xmas pud! 


Spirit & Glory 
Success 
MUCH to my amaze- 
ment Northern Spirit 
have succeeded in at- 
tracting large crowds 
including many ex- 
Brits and others who 
previously wouldn’t be 
seen dead at an NSL 
match in Sydney which 
completely disproves 
conventional wisdom. 
Perth Glory were the 
first NSL club to suc- 
cessfully tap into this 
most elusive market. © 
When Carlton SC 
failed to draw half de- 
cent crowds despite 
excellent form I, like 
most eastern state 
longtime observers of 
Oz soccer, dismissed 
the Glory phenomenon 
as a one-off aberration. 
Glory supremo Nick 
Tanna, who was al- 
ways critical of the 
Carlton AFL-soccer 
venture has publicly 
called for a “Glory/ 
Spirit” style NSL club 

for Adelaide. 

By the time of the 
Olympic Games Ade- 
laide’s Hindmarsh Sta- 
dium will be —trans- 
formed into Australia’s 
showpiece soccer sta- 
dium. 


The only problem is 
that the existing Ade- 
laide NSL clubs will, 
except for the odd oc- 
casion, never come 
close to filling it. 

The Adelaide Sharks 
hard-core support is 
now less than 2,000 
and their more illustri- 
ous rivals City, despite 
all their successes, 
have about 3,500. 

The success of Spirit, 
and especially Glory, 
as crowd pullers seri- 
ously brings into ques- 
tion the relevance of 
the Sharks and City as 
NSL clubs in this new, 
unprecedented era. 

Is it really possible 
for one Italian- and one 
Greek-based NSL club 
to re-invent themselves 
to attract the type of 
broad-based support 
that Glory gets? 

Of all the major cit- 
ies Adelaide and Perth 
are unique in the fact 
that they both have a 
similar population mix 
as well as being one 
million plus in num- 
bers. 

The potential market 


for an Adelaide 
“Glory”. style NSL 
club is there. 


Unlocking and har- 
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nessing it is the task 
ahead. 

Will good sense tri- 
umph over soccer poli- 
tics? 

Time will tell 


R Melor 
Bondi NSW 


Experts 
Crying Foul 
FIRST my congratula- 
tions on a fine publica- 
tion, it is refreshing to 
read and an informa- 
tive paper instead of 
the rubbish which was 

available until now. 

I enjoyed your article 
on FIFA’s decision to 
have Australia (if they 
should get through) 
play. off against a 
South American team. 

It’s amusing to see so 
many so-called experts 
cry foul including 
players from the un- 


successful national 
team. 
What has Soccer 


Australia done for soc- 
cer, or any of the NSL 
clubs for that matter? 

NOTHING. 

All they do is look 
after their own interest. 

They can’t even or- 
ganise proper TV cov- 
erage for the NSL 
games. 

Youth development 
is for a selected few 
and senior clubs aren’t 
interested in the aver- 
age kid. 


2. Raul Blanco has a 
second to none under- 
standing of football on 
that continent and has 
a vast army of contacts 
3. There is a strong 
European influence in 
most South American 
countries making ar- 
rangements just a wee 
bit better 
4. Australia, if Oceania 
champions, would only 
have to beat their fifth 
best country 

I was also going to 
include another reason; 
because I fancy a trip 
there to report on the 
eventual match, but 
considered that to be 
just a bit too juvenile 
(but it’s not a bad 
point, is it?). 

Australian soccer has 
been a notable failure 
for the last twenty five 
years — how long can 
we continue to whinge 
and cry like babies 
every time we have to 
actually play a half 
decent country. 

Argentina were there 
for the taking, don’t 
forget that. 


ally failed to qualify 
through their own di- 
rect route. 

And. we won’t say 
anything about the 
dreadful blunders 
which cost us a spot, 
and me a working holi- 
day, in France. 

So, Charlie boy, how 
about leaving things 
well alone. 

The Asians don’t 
want us with them be- 
cause it would be bet- 
ter for OFC; they obvi- 
ously think that we are 
perpetual easy-beats. 

By having Oceania 
qualify through their 
system they think that 
they are assured of an- 
other place, making it 
five from Asia in total 
if you count the joint- 
hosts. 

Remember the dirty 
tricks campaign of last 
time? 

How, all of a sudden, 
the rules for qualifying 
were changed at the 
last moment? 

Why wouldn't it hap- 
pen again? 

Is soccer the only 


free of graft and cor- 
Tuption, is it impossi- 
ble to think that high- 
ranking football offi- 
cials aren’t continu- 
ously bribed? 

Pardon me while I 
laugh up my sleeve. 

All of a sudden we 
have senior Australians 
admitting that our suc- 
cessful Olympic 2000 
bid may have been lu- 
bricated with a few 
well chosen gifts 
amounting to a lot of 
money. 

Maybe some other 
Asian countries find 
that graft and corrup- 
tion goes hand in hand 
with their daily life. 

Look at the human 
tights issues of some 
of our Asian neigh- 
bours for example. 

Would they really 
baulk at ensuring the 
tules and dates went 
their way? 

Me, I’m just a cycli- 
cal bugger who would 
rather go to South 
America. 

Cuba libre, por fa- 
vor? 


YOU CAN air your view on any subject relating to soccer by replying to Inside 
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Sure, they have five 
day soccer camps in 
school holidays with 
the aim to have fun. 

In comparison with 
Europe, they are glori- 
fied day care centres. 

There are a lot of 
kids out there who like 
the opportunity to de- 
velop and improve 
their skills. 

Local clubs do not 
have the resources or 
experienced coaching 
staff to teach the basic 
skills to youngsters of 
8-12 years. 

At present we only 
have one private run 
soccer clinic in Syd- 
ney, the Football 
Academy of Excel- 
lence, which receives 
no support from soccer 
Australia or any NSL 
club. 

If Soccer Australia 
wants to be taken seri- 
ously by FIFA or the 
Australian public then 
they need to get off 
their back sides and 


act professionally and 
promote and support 
soccer. 

Please continue with 
your excellent “It’s 
Only An Opinion” and 
true reporting. 


Ted Lange 
Kellyville NSW 


Appalling TV 
Coverage by Auntie 
THE ABC coverage of 
the NSL Match of the 
Day is appalling. 

I don’t care how 
good or bad the SBS 
service was, or how 
many people couldn’t 
Teceive it — the ABC is 
a disgrace. 

If this is the standard 
of camera work that 
the Australian public is 
paying for then some 
serious questions must 
be asked. 

The head of the de- 
partment in charge of it 
should be sacked im- 
mediately. 

Two cameras per 


game is just not accept- 
able in modem day 
sports coverage. 


B Stevenson 
Rockhampton QLD 


NZ NSL Entry 
WHY all the hysterical 
opposition to the admis- 
sion of a NZ club to the 
NSL? 

Of course: it will be- 
come a de-facto NZ na- 
tional team which can 
only lift the standing and 
standard of NZ soccer 
no end. 

As one critic put it, if 
the Socceroos can’t beat 
NZ then they do not de- 
serve to be at the World 
Cup finals. 

It will take the NZ 
NSL club some years 
before (if ever) they start 
producing world class 
players like the Rufer 
brothers. 

While. New Zealand 
has a large body of rec- 
reational players the key 
factor that has always 


soccer press, elec- 
tronic and print, to be 
a bit better than they 
actually were. 


know what to expect 
from the ‘dark areas’, 
the so-called main- 
stream press. 


age was excellent, 
some of the tributes to 
one of our most im- 
portant figures of all 
time were fitting. 


thing highlights a total 
ignorance of the his- 
tory of our sport — 
even within the game 
itself. 


a time in the Cosmos 
office when I was 
asked by the market- 
ing manager who 
Craig Johnston was!!! 


senior club official 
who didn’t know the 
lad sitting opposite 
him at a luncheon 
played for his club 
(he’d played the sea- 
son before as well). 


Frankly, I didn’t 


Some of the cover- 


Maybe the whole 


On that, I remember 


Then there was the 


Oh well. 


been missing is the 
ethnic component 
which is the back- 
bone of Australian 
soccer. 

Perhaps those NSL 
clubs whose future 
prospects are grim 
are afraid that a 
cashed-up, well run 
Perth Glory-style 
New Zealand club 
will up the ante fur- 


ther, making their 
survival even less 
likely. 


A successful NZ 
NSL club can only 
enhance our league. 

It will force a re- 
luctant media, espe- 
cially TV, to give the 
NSL more coverage. 

Sponsorship and 
corporate involve- 
ment will rise and the 
ripple effect will en- 
hance soccer in the 
Pacific Islands of 
Oceania. 

It’s hard to believe 
that by admitting a 
New Zealand club to 
the NSL that en- 


hances the league 
Australian soccer 
will be terribly disad- 
vantaged. 


I subscribe to the 
theory that the chain 
is only as strong as 
its weakest link. 

In soccer terminol- 
ogy New Zealand is 
the weakest link. 

R Melor 
Bondi NSW 
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Culina ‘furming’ 
at stall in signing 


of Blagojevic 


By Bruce Campbell 


SYDNEY Olympic coach 
Branko Culina is fuming af- 
ter learning that his new 
signing Milan Blagojevic 
can’t take the field yet — be- 
cause his former club Johore 
wants a $40,000 
‘compensation’ fee. 

“That is a joke,” says Cu- 
lina. “Johore are saying that 
they helped develop him as a 
player. They know that they 
aren’t entitled to a transfer 
fee because they didn’t pay a 
cent for him, now they are 
looking at trying to get a 
compensation fee. This has 
really thrown a spanner in 
the works for us.” 

Culina was desperate to get 
Blagojevic in his side as a 
straight replacement for 
Adem Poric who was trans- 
ferred to Northern Sprit last 
week. It was reported in In- 
side Soccer some weeks ago 
that Olympic were in the 
bunt for Blagojevic — but 
now Culina will have to play 
waiting game. 

“We can’t play him until 
this mess is sorted out,” Cu- 


lina said. “We have copped 
criticism in the press because 
we are supposedly signing 
too many players but with 
the amount (we have) out 


_ injured, and now the transfer 


of Poric, we are short on 
cover. Milan would have 
come in as a replacement for 
Adem in the midfield. How 
can Johore ask for a compen- 
sation fee when he went to 
play at a lower standard in 
Malaysia football?” 

Olympic are desperate to 
get their title ambitions back 
on track after a topsy-turvy 
month which has seen them 
in and out of the Top 6. 

“T think Milan will bring 
that bit of steadiness to our 
midfield when he gets 
cleared,” Culina added. “His 
presence will also allow 
Chris (Kalantzis) and Jason 
(Culina) to. go forward. I 
think that Adem is a better 
all-round player but signing 
Milan will be a plus for us in 
many ways because he is 
more suited to our system 
than Poric was.” 

And the obvious irony that 
Blagojevic is a former Olym- 


pic player doesn’t go past 
Culina either. Blagojevic left 
the Sydney club in 1997 for a 
spell in Malaysian football. 
Just last month Olympic 
signed another player, de- 
fender Mehmet Durakovic, 


from Malaysia - swooping un- 
der the noses of South Mel- | 
bourne to land their man. 

And former St George and 


c 


Marconi star Matthew Bingley 
is still reported to be in the 


sights of the ambitious club. | 


Euro Draw 


Juventus was installed as 5-2 favourite to win the 
European Cup after it was drawn to play Olympiakos 
Piraeus in the quarter-finals. Manchester United, pre- 
viously 3-1 favourite, was quoted at 4-1 by William 
Hill bookmakers after being drawn to play Inter Milan 
in the last eight in March. 

Lazio, drawn to play Panionios Athens, was 11-8 
favourite for the Cup Winners’ Cup while Parma, who 
plays Girondins Bordeaux, was favourite at 11-4 to 
win the UEFA Cup. 

European Cup; — 

5-2, Juventus, 4-1 Bayern Munich/Manchester United, 
5-1 Inter Milan, 6-1 Real Madrid, 8-1 Dynamo Kiev, 
20-1 Kaiserslautern, 40-1 Olympiakos Piraeus. 

Cup Winners' Cup; 

11-8 Lazio, 2-1 Chelsea, 9-2 Mallorca, 8-1 Lokomotiv 
Moscow, 25-1 Maccabi Haifa, 33-1 Panionios Athens/ 
Valerenga/Varteks Varazdin 

UEFA Cup; i 

11-4 Parma, 4-! AS Roma, 6-1 Celta Vigo/Olympique 
Marseille, 7-1 Atletico Madrid/Bologna, 10-1 Girond- 
ins Bordeaux, 12-1 Olympique Lyon. 


UEFA Cup: 

Olympique Marseille (France) v Celta Vigo (Spain) 
Bologna (Italy) v Olympique Lyon (France) 
Girondins Bordeaux (France) v Parma (Italy) 

Atletico Madrid (Spain) v AS Roma (Italy). Matches 
to be played over two legs on March 2 and March 16 
Cup Winners' Cup: 

Chelsea (England) v Valerenga (Norway) 

Lokomotiv Moscow (Russia) v Maccabi Haifa (Israel) 
Varteks Varazdin (Croatia) v Mallorca (Spain) 

Lazio (Italy) v Panionios Athens (Greece). Matches to 
be played over two legs on March 4 and March 18 
European Cup: 

Real Madrid (Spain) v Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) 
Manchester United (England) v Inter Milan (Italy) 
Juventus (Italy) v Olympiakos Piraeus (Greece) 
Bayern Munich (Germany) v Kaiserslautern 
(Germany). Matches to be played over two legs on 
March 3 and March 17 


AND UEFA has confirmed that the venues for the 
European Cup Final in Barcelona and the UEFA Cup 
Final in Moscow would not be changed - even if both 
teams taking part come from the same country. 

The Cup Winner's Cup final is set for Villa Park, Bir- 
mingham, on May 19. 


| 
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Has Schaefer 
unearthed a star of 
the fuure in the 


Croydon Kid 


By Bruce Campbell 


ADELAIDE Sharks boss 
Manfred Schaefer may 
have unleashed another 
star in the making into 
Australian football. New 
rectuit Joel Porter could 
well be headed for bigger 
things although Schaefer 
insists that will happen 
only if the youngster 
keeps his head firmly on 
top of his shoulders. 

“He is in our regular 14 
now,” says Schaefer, 
“and he is sure to get his 
chances this season.” 

And with the overseas 
conveyor belt getting 
hungrier every month for 
Australian talent local 
fans are desperate for a 
new star to cheer on. Joel 
Porter could be one of 
those players, with 
Schaefer asking for a 
time frame of a season to 
gauge him properly. 

“It takes time,“ says the 
man who burst into big 
time football himself as a 
sixteen-year old at Can- 
terbury. “I had Joel train- 
ing with me for six or 
seven weeks before I 
signed him because I 
don’t think you can make 
judgements on a player in 
one trial match. It isn’t 
fair on them, They can 
have one great game — or 


one bad one, how can 
you judge them on that?” 

Instead Schaefer sees 
Porter's career at the 
Sharks as one of gradual 
progression. The Ade- 
laide youngster, who only 
tums 20 this week, is set 
for a season of learning at 
Hindmarsh. 

“Porter definitely has a 
nose for goals,” adds 
Schaefer, “He played for 
Croydon in the South 
Australian State League 
and was the stand-out 
player in that league. 

“He also comes from a 
strong soccer background 
with his brother still 
playing at Croydon and 
his father a former top 
flight goalkeeper in Eng- 
land. 

“His character is just as 
important to me as his 
footballing ability and’ I 
see a young man who 
loves his sport but with 
his head very definitely 
screwed on. He has 
played for Croydon for a 
few seasons now and 
would have broken into 
their first team when he 
was only 16. 

“Players can step up 
from the State League or 
other divisions but I think 
that they need a season to 
do it.” 

Put Schaefer does con- 


cede the difficulties of 
players making the 
jump into NSL foot- 
ball. 

He says that before 
signing any player he 
compares them with 
what he has currently 
and, realistically, that 
comparison with estab- 
lished NSL players is 
one of the toughest 
hurdles to get over. 

“But I saw something 
in Joel for the future,“ 
he says. 

“He is in our 14 now 
but with injuries and 
suspensions then. he 
could stake his claim 
for a regular spot at any 
time.” 

To date Porter has 
had to be content with 
coming off the bench 
late in the game after 
having made his debut 
as a substitute in the 4- 
I demolition of Sydney 
Olympic. 

He has also been on 
the scoresheet, getting 
the Sharks only goal in 
a 2-1 away defeat at 
Perth. 

But under Schaefer's 
guidance Australian 
soccer fans could see 
much more of the 
Croydon Kid this sea- 
son. 

Watch this space. 


A CAREER IN 
SOCCER 


Inside Soccer has vacancies for the following staff. 


MARKETING MANAGER 


(Full time) 
Essential duties; 


Develop established client portfolio 
Prepare and present (in conjunction with editorial staff) 
match day and/or football related marketing 


presentations 


Represent Inside Soccer at official functions 


Remuneration; 


A negotiable package is offered including $300-600 per 
week retainer plus attractive bonus scheme (payable 
weekly) which will generate an additional $400-$1,600 


per week. 


SENIOR REPORTERS (in both Sydney & Melbourne) 
(Part time, could lead to full time) e 


Essential duties; 


Preparation of extensive weekly feature on VSF Premier 
League/NSW Super League including Match of the Day 
report and profile/interview copy.’ 
Give journalistic support, if required, to match day and/ 
or football related marketing presentations 

Represent Inside Soccer at official functions 


Remuneration; 


Negotiable in-confidence 


APPLICATIONS in writing should be sent to The 
Editor (details page 3). 


Applications close January 10, 1993: 
ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE TREATED IN THE 
STRICTEST OF CONFIDENCE 
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Viduka sure 
of a hot 
reception in 


soccer 
crazy 
Glasgow 


By Ken Gaunt 
and Bruce Campbell 


Croatia Zagreb has 
still not .received a 
penny of the 
$A8.21 million 
Celtic agreed to pay 
for controversial 


Australian striker 
Mark Viduka. 
And the soccer 


club insisted that if 
the money is not 
forthcoming then 
it would turn to FIFA 
and UEFA for guid- 
ance. 

Viduka is currently 
testing at home in 
Melbourne following 
his walk-out from 
Celtic without 
playing a match. 

He said at an ear- 
lier news conference 
that he was an emo- 
tional wreck after 
being subjected to a 
torrent of abuse from 
the Croatian club's 


supporters. 
Croatia Zagreb 
spokesman Goran 


Bradic saidt: "The 
transfer fee was due 
ten days ago but we 
are prepared to wait 
another few days if 
necessary. 

"If we do not re- 
ceive the money by 
then we will have to 
turn to FIFA's and 
UEFA's lawyers 
to see what we can 
do. 

"It would be 
shameful of - Celtic 
not to pay us the 
transfer fee. 

“We are not guilty 
in this matter. 

"We have done 
nothing illegal. 

“We were not 
aware that Mark was 
suffering from emo- 
ticiial stress when ne 


signed for Celtic. 

"I am also told he 
looked quite relaxed 
last Wednesday and 
Thursday. 
SalteeSt). ca 
situation." 

Viduka, who insists 
he will return to the 
Scottish champion, 
said his life had be- 
come unbearable in 


strange 


Zagreb because of the 
supporters' behaviour. 
He claimed he had 
been unable to shop or 
eat out and that he had 


been abused in the 
street. 

Bradic said: "Mark is 
a good guy, polite and 
honest but maybe in 
some games for us he 
didn't try so hard. 

"Once you get on the 


bad list of our fans it is 
almost impossible to 
win back their support. 

"Our supporters are 
cruel. They don't think 
about people's emo- 
tions, only their own. 

"For the past two 
years they have been 
taunting our president 
that he is a homosex- 
ual. 


“They shout about your 
mother and your wife. 

"But it’s not all our 
supporters who act like 
this, maybe 5,000 out of 


40,000. 
“Sometimes, 


though, the fans are 
stronger than the players. 
"I know Mark was not 
happy last season be- 
cause of this. = 
“But if you are a public 


person who 
is highly paid then per- 
haps you have to put 
on a brave face." 

Viduka walked out 
on Celtic two weeks 
ago on the eve of the 
match with Hearts at 
Tynecastle, where he 
was expected to make 
his debut. 

He said: "I thought 


that once I had es- 
caped to a new coun- 
try with similar val- 
ues to Australia and 
a new club that wel- 


comed me _ with 
warmth and support 
that I would be able 
to once again excel 
at the game I live for 
and love. 

"But that wasn't the 
case. 


Mark Viduka. 


“Halfway through 
my first training ses- 
sion with Celtic, I real- 
ised I was still experi- 
encing the same feel- 
ings and emotional 
stress I felt at Croatia 
Zagreb. 

"This is when I real- 
ised that in this state I 
was not able to per- 
form to my full poten- 
tial for the Celtic club 
and the fans. 

"So I..decided to 
come back home - to 
recover, get my 
strength back - and 
then retun to the 
“only game I have ever 
wanted to play. 

"I want to thank 
Celtic, my family, my 
managers IMG and my 
Celtic team-mates and 
fans who 
have supported and 
encouraged me to take 
the steps I need now to 
return to the game 1! 
love." 

With the Premier 
League closing down 
on January 3 for three 
weeks, Viduka is un- 
likely to feature in 
Celtic's plans until 
February. 

It means he will be 


playing catch-up as his 
work permit is due to 
be reviewed in June. 

A spokeswoman for 
the Department for 
Education and Em- 
ployment said: "There 
is no problem at the 
moment. 

"The criteria is for 
players to feature in 75 
per cent of their club's 


matches, although 
sometimes there are 
exceptional circum- 
stances." 


Celtic has refused to 
comment on its refusal 
to pay but managing 
director Fergus 
McCann is 
clearly outraged at the 
bizarre circumstances 


of the deal. 
A Croatian FF 
spokeswoman said: 


"There is nothing spe- 
cial in this matter at 
the moment. 

“Tt is still on the 
level. We are not go- 
ing to interfere for the 
time being. 

“We have to see if 
there is a dispute be- 
tween the clubs. - 

"Of course we ex- 
pect Celtic to pay. 

“We have seen the 


: will he be able to handle the strain of soccer in crazy Glasgow? 


contract after all and 
know what has 
been agreed.” 

A FIFA spokesman 
said: "We are aware of 
the situation surround- 
ing Mark’ Viduka but 
we have not received 
any complaint.” 

But despite Viduka’s 
pleas for understanding 
he is sure of a hotter 
than hot reception back 
in Glasgow. 

In a city born and 
bred on the cut and 
thrust of the hard 
world of Scottish foot- 
ball Viduka is seen as 
a money hungry and 
greedy Aussie. 

The fact that many 
of Celtic’s fans support 
their club on pitiful 
wages has added fuel 
to that fire. 

TV interviews with 
fans on the streets of 
Glasgow give an indi- 
cation on the feeling of 
a great deal of Celtic 
fans but do not broach 
his biggest problem — 
the Rangers fans. 

The supporters of the 
city’s other club will 
be hell-bent on making 
life misery for Viduka. 

Having driven their 


own player Craig 
Moore out of Glas- 
gow they will have 
little sympathy for 
another Aussie, par- 
ticularly one who is 
seen as just another 
greedy soccer star. 

Already talk of the 
Teal reason behind the 
Aussie star’s flight 
from Glasgow are the 
talk of Melbourne. 

“Money,” one Mel- 
bourne Knights offi- 
cial told Inside Soc- 
cer. 

“Tt would seem that 
he couldn’t get his 
share of the transfer 
fee so wouldn’t sign, 
there isn’t much more 
to it than that. 

“All this talk of 
stress is just crap, it is 
pure money. 

And if Mark Viduka 
thinks he can go for 
leisurely strolls down 
Giasgow streets then 
he is in for a rude 
awakening. 

In this soccer crazy 
city footballers are 
public property. 

That could just be 
the death knell for 
Viduka’s top level 
playing career. 


Aloisiisa 
cut price 
Sky Blue 


AUSSIE John Aloisi 
has completed a 
£650,000 move to 
Coventry from First 
Division strugglers 
Portsmouth. 

The 22-year-old 
striker passed a 
medical at Highfield 
Road and has signed 
a four-and-a-half 
year contract. 

Aloisi will be com- 
peting for a place up 
front with Darren 
Huckerby and Noel 
Whelan and admit- 
| ted: "They're both 
very .good players 
| and it's not going to 
| be easy for me to get 
into the side.” 

Aloisi has scored 
17 goals for Pompey 
this season - 14 in 
the league and three 
in the Worthington 
Cup - and has set his 
sights on making an 
impact in the Pre- 
miership. 

"I've scored quite a 
few goals at Ports- 
| mouth this year and I 


hope can continue to 
get them in the Pre- 
miership," he told Jn- 
side Soccer’s English 
agency. 

The 17-goal striker is 
rated at £2 million by 
Portsmouth manager 
Alan Ball, who was 
reluctant to see one of 
his club's best assets go 
north. 

But Portsmouth is 
losing £40,000 a week 
and had to borrow 
money last month to 
pay its players, hence 
chairman Martin Greg- 
ory'’s cut-price sale of 
all the squad to ease 
the’ annual £3 million 
wage bill. 

Since the Aloisi deal 
Gregory has resigned 
from the troubled club 
once co-owned by for- 
mer Socceroo boss 
Terry Venables. 

Unfortunately 
Aloisi's transfer deal is 


only likely to net 
Portsmouth about 
£300,000 . 


The club owes the 


Australian an overdue 
signing-on fee and 
must pay his former 
club Cremonese the 
£200,000 still owing 
from the transfer nego- 
tiated by Terry 
Venables when he was 
Portsmouth chief, plus 
a third of the profit 


from the move to Cov- | 


entry. 

The bargain base- 
ment sale has angered 
Pompey players, fans 
and administration. 

Aloisi joined his 
teammates in a protest 
last weekend, wearing 
a t-shirt that advertised 
his services for the 
sum of £5. 

Ball was furious at 
losing his star striker. 

"It's absolutely ri- 
diculous to sell our 
best players so 
cheaply," he .was 
quoted as saying 
by British newspapers. 

"There is no money 
to replace them.” 


From agencies 


Steve signs for Wolves 


WOLLONGONG 


Brandon Park. 


forward, who-has been 


Wolves have signed an- 
other player from NSW. 
Super League club Par- 
ramatta Eagles this sea- 
son — forward Steve 
Karavatakis. 

The striker joins last 
season Eagles Saso Pet- 
rovski and Ray Younis at 


The move will place 
further doubt on the long- 
term future of Michael 
Brooks at the club. 

Brooks was-signed from 
Adelaide City in the off- 
season but has failed to 
command a regular spot 
in the side. Recently the 


forced to play a num- 
ber of different on-field 
roles with the club, has 
been on the bench. 

And Brooks, who is 
the club’s media offi- 
cer, has also been re- 
placed in some of his 
official duties. 


WANTED URGENTLY 
SOCCER COACH 


Required by Canley Heights Soccer Club to coach Premier League. 
Must hold a Level 2 Coaching Certificate and be able to attract play- 
ers. The club is one of the oldest in the Fairfield region (Est. 1946) and 
has produced a number of outstanding players (e.g. Zeljko Babic now 
currént Marconi star). Fully floodlit home ground, excellent facilities 
and conditions. Season commences February. 
Remuneration is negotiable. 

For further information please contact 
Rob Neesam- (Mobile) 0413 702 774 (Fax) 02 9632 6355 


SOCCER RADIO 


Radio 2000 fm 98.5 
Wollongong, Sydney, Newcastle 
and the Blue Mountains. 
Sundays 
10pm - lipm 
covering all the NSL games 
plus review of 
European competition 
from the night before. 
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Subscription 
INFO w.sesesen 


Inside Soccer 

comes with a ‘cancel at any time’ 
no quibbles ‘money back guaran- 
tee’. 


That's right, if you want to cancel 
your subscription AT ANY TIME or 
for WHATEVER REASON your un- 
used subscription portion will be re- 
tumed on a pro-rata basis. 


Inside Soccer 
Is a weekly national soccer publica- 


ict oncmne  Wihalke sure you get 


tive issues. 


If you have any questions or sug- yours EER EERE every week , 


gestions please call our administra- 


uve line for more information. 


Be patient, however, because most 
of the guys who work for Duntroon 
Publishing prefer to be out in the 
fresh air than stuck in a dusty of- 
fice — especially when you are 
based near Wollongong’s fabulous 
beaches. 


Best days for contact are Wednes- ‘a 52 copies @ $1 25 cet crete 
safhe rae nig Pricey. (save $28 off retail price) , South wales and other agencies in 
oe ee “_ other states (contact Duntroon Pub- 
Otherwise drop a fax or e-mail us. lishing for details). : 
. * 26 copi es @ $70 However, many newsagencies do not 
i = a have enough shelf space to carry all 
Inside Soccer (save $6 off retail price) titles in print. 


Subscription rates aren't bad ..... If your newsagent will not reserve 
52 copies = $125 you a copy the only way to ensure 
26 copies = $70 *40 copies @ $36 : you do not miss a single copy of 
10 copies = $36 Australia’s only national weekly 
publication devoted entirely to Aus- 
sie soccer is to subscribe. 
Watch out for OTHER special of- 
fers available to subscribers only. 


But look out for the special offers — 
every annual subscriber gets a free- 
bie, now that can’t be bad. 


And if you like the Inside Soccer 
send us details of your friends and 
we'll post out a complimentary copy. 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


CORRIMAL 


Total: 


NSW 2518 


I I 
PAYMENT | I 
SHOULD BE : _ 52 issue subscription @ $125 - 
MADE TO i 26 i ‘oti 70 | 
DUNTROON i 6 issue subscription @ $ i 
PUBLISHING 1 10 issue subscription @ $36 ———| 
Suite 4/5 - Less $45 off 52 issue sub 1 
108 Railway Kee I 
Street [Method of Payment = 7} Cheque D aicre ! 

| 

I 1 

1 i 

be 
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THE GAZZA OF 
AUSSIE SOCCER 


“T want to show people who I am — on the foo 


BY ANDREW DAViS 


Adem Poric started 


his NSL career at St 
George before a so- 
journ in the UK where 
he developed his acu- 
men in football. 

However injury 
through his period at 
Sheffield Wednesday 
cut down his perform- 
ances. 

When he did make it 
to the first team he did 
quite.well. 

‘After loan spells at 
Southend and Rother- 
ham and a transfer to 
Notts County Poric 
was allowed to return 
to Australia where he 
was being chased by 
several NSL clubs. 

Finally he chose 
Sydney Otympic along 
with other new sign- 
ings Hamilton Thorp 
and Jim Kourtis. 

Well the party did 
not last. at. Olympic, 
Thorp: moved back to 
Adelaide with the 
Sharks, Kourtis has 
ended up number two 
behind George 
Bouhoutsos and now 
Poric has been loaned 
out to Northem Spirit. 

Now Olympic have 
new big signings such 
as Mehmet Durakovic 
and Jason Culina 
whilst Adem {fooks to 
do his talking on the 
pitch. 


Sydney Olympic 
suspended Poric for, 
according to reports, 
problems with drinking 
and gambling. 

One wonders if it is 
more to do with 
clashes at the training 


ground, although 
Adem keeps a diplo- 


.matic silence on this 


one. 

Now he has a 
chance to restart his 
career under Graham 
Amold, a man desper- 
ate to get Poric’s tal- 
ents in his side, de- 
spite being warned of 
his temperament by 
associates of Poric’s 
formeremployees. _ 

Certain people have 
painted Adem Poric 
into being a party ani- 
mal, a trouble maker, 
perhaps the Gazza of 
Aussie football. 

Once his game kicks 
into gear there could 
be a few red faces 
around town once they 
tealise this boy can 
influence a game just 
like Gazza. : 

Perhaps a _ less 
authoritarian. . attitude, 
like the Brian’ Robson 
model. at Middles- 
brough, could have 
kept things going at 
another club but now 
Amie is ready to put 
his arm: around Adem 
and whilst he has 
made it clear he won't 
take any rubbish from 
his new charger, he is 
also ready to back his 
man.100% - something 
that should instil confi- 
dence. in the young 
man and his game 
once more. 

“Spirit is a -profes- 
sional: club run very 
well and with big ambi- 
tions,” he says. 

“The club is looking 
to get into the Top 6 
and | have always 
played for successful 


teams. 

“| hope to slot into 
the midfield although | 
am not sure exactly 
where at the moment. 

“There are a few op- 
tions but wherever 1 
play | hope to be suc- 
cessful.” 

Brisbane Strikers 
were also after Adem’s 
signature but in the 
end he opted for Spirit. 

“At the end of the 
day | wanted to go to a 
professional club,” he 
said, “they only train 4 
nights a week up at 
Brisbane. 

“That is not a criti- 
cism of them but to 
further my career | 
needed a really top 
class team with good 
facilities and maximum 
ambition.” 

Graham Amold has 
been publicly vocal in 
his support of Adem. 

“it is brilliant, . .he 
supports the players 


“I want to establish myself in 


to do the talking on 
that. 

“Peopie’s opinions 
do not matter to me for 
they do not know me, 
they will have to wait 
and see my perform- 
ances,” he says. 

“That is what counts, 
! know | have not hit 
full peak but ! am sure 
a few opinions will 
change once they 
have seen me at full 
flight.” 

As for his experi- 
ences overseas, Adem 
remembers a period of 
constant niggling inju- 
ries. 

“It is hard when you 
keep getting injured at 
a big club like Sheffield 
Wednesday,” says the 
midfielder. ' 

“They then. go and 
buy three internation- 
als which makes it 
hard to retum to the 
first team. 

“When you finally do 


mE. Miers -e * 


“Only then can they 
pass comment on me.” 

In the end Adem 
chose to return to Aus- 
tralia, despite reports 
of an enforced return. 

“I chose to return,” he 
says. 

“| wanted to establish 
myself in the national 
team and then return 
overseas following that 
path. 

“| have not dis- 
counted going over- 
seas again, after all | 
am only 25 , and lan 
Wright did not start his 
career at the top until 
he was 27. 

“Once | returned to 
Sydney ! did not know 
much about the Aussie 
league. 

“lL went for Olympic 
because | had played 
under Frank Arok be- 
fore. 

“Sydney United, and 
Dave Mitchell more 


the national team before re- 
turning overseas “ 


so much,” says Poric. 

“Certainly players 
respond positively to 
that. 

“He knows the sort of 
guy | am, and was ob- 
viously happy to bring 
me on board and todo 
that he needed to be- 
lieve |- would put in 
100% for him and the 
club.” 

As for the comments 
passed around town 
that Adem cannot play, 
well he leaves his feet 


come back you might 
pick up a slight injury 
which sees you set- 
back for another three 
or four weeks. 

“Overall it was a 
great experience. 

“Those people who 
say | only played a few 
games in the UK, well 
how many have they 
played? 

“Maybe they would 
like to go to the UK for 
six years and achieve 
half what | did. 


especially, were after 
me and in fact they 
made 
proach. 

“However they could 
not afford me and | 
thank Mitch -for his 
frankness’ in those 
matters. 

"|! really respect 
David Mitchell for what 
he has done with a lim- 
ited budget. 

“To take that team 
into the top six speaks 
volumes about the 


the first ap- 
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man.” 

Adem had experi- 
ence in the NSL prior 
to going to the UK in- 
cluding spells at Syd- 


+x 


ney City, Sydney Croa- 


tia, Apia and St 
George (twice). 

During that time all 
his teams had great 
success. 

Born in London he 
returned to the UK to 
continue his career. 

The thing he has 
most leamt? 

“You learn something 
every time you play 
football, and whoever 
you play for,” he says. 

“You can never stop 
learning.” 

As for comparing the 
old NSL to the: current 
one there are many 
positives. 

“The standard is a lot 
better,” he continues. 

“There are quite a 
few quality players 
around now, especially 
quality kids. 

“That Newcastle 
game a.few weeks 
back with Owens great 
goals show what can 
be done in this league, 
you will not see many 
better goals than that. 

“Young kids in the 
NSL today are not 
afraid of playing at the 
top flight, people like 
Leo Carle and Matthew 


pointing aspect of the 
NSL is the way that not 
all the teams are as 
professional as each 
other and there is a 
huge wage differentia- 
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tball field” 


tion for players. 

“Whilst | do not sup- 
port a salary cap | be- 
lieve players should 
not play basically for 
free 


“Hopefully in the 
short term: things like 
that will be sorted out, 
private backers may 
come in and build on 
successful models like 
the Spirit.” 

Finally, and for 
those who | describe 
him in a negative light, 
including comments 
on a perceived - (and 
that is all it is) alcohol 
and gambling prob- 
fem. 

“People say things 
and yet they don't 
know me,” Adem Po- 
tic says. 

“You have to know 
me to be able to com- 
ment on my private 
life. 


“How do they know? 

‘They . are never 
around my place to 
see what | do, they 
never sit in my lounge 
toom and talk to me. 

“Perhaps if they got 
to know me_ they 
would see me in a 
different light. 

“They should ask 
someone ‘like my flat- 
mate.Ante Juric.” 

Overall, it seems 
Adem’s treatment has 
been harsh but only 
time will tell. 

For now Adem.holds 
his tongue and wants 
to show on the field 
the class.he does 
Possess. 

Perhaps " others 
should give him a 
chance to do just that. 
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Sydney 


City’s 


glorious 
Slickers 


IN THE LATE 70s and early 
80s Sydney City were the 
dominant force in Australian 
Club soccer. They had a con-. 
sistency based on a large fi- 
nancial budget supplied by the 
Hakoah Club and backed by 
financial and political heavy- 
weights such as Andrew Led- 
erer and Frank Lowy. 

They had everything. 

Or so it seemed. 


threats of closure. 

Team captain and stalwart of 
14 years Murray Barnes felt 
the deciding moment came 
when Frank Lowy failed to get 
onto the ASF board. 

If he had done so he may 
have had the power to per- 
suade the Hakoah board to 
continue their support of the 
soccer club which had become 
incorporated. 


pitality and pursuing his great 
love of rugby. 

Smith combines his support 
for Randwick's galloping 
greens with coaching their 
kicking backs. 

"It's easy for me as I was 
already used to knocking the 
batl over the bar,” said Smith 
in mock self derision. 

Joe Watson in agreement 
sticks the boot in and ex- 


Bryan Cokely takes a trip down 


Memory Lane at the Sydey City 


reunion 


Tophies, money, star play- 
ers, star coach and large 
crowds — large crowds? 

Well the opposition support 
was big but the sky blue slick- 
ers were embarrassed by their 
lack of a fan base. 

What should have been a 
10,000 crowd at E.S. Marks 
Field against Sydney Olym- 
pic would have attracted as 
little as 500 to a 1,000. 

Against an interstate team 
only 500 fans would be a 
common sight. 

So it came to pass that Syd- 
ney City folded one game 
into the 1987 season. 

The previous year had seen 
turmoil off the field with 


Lowy failed and the house 
came tumbling down. 

The $300,000 a year budget 
was gone and that was that. 

A decade on, however, the 
flame still flickers. 

Well, at least in the hearts of 
a band of ex-players. 

The genial bunch gathered 
in an east Sydney pub to cele- 
brate past glories. 

Not a very formal affair just 
a bunch of old mates getting 
together for a beer and a yarn. 

Their past relived alongside 
the glories and achievements 
of the present. 

Terry Smith ex-centre for- 
ward and assistant coach is 
now enjoying a career in hos- 


WANTED 


WBA centre-half Mark Trayn- 
tor laughs and nods eagerly. 

"Yes, he did too,” he said. 

The banter is broken up with 
the whirlwind entrance of 
goalkeeper and Manly coach 
Tony Pezzano. 

He yells out: "Mitch and 
Kossie had the game in Bris- 
bane, Rocky and Grant Lee 
are down in Canberra playing 
the Breakers youth," as if he's 
blasting his defence (who does 
Schmeichel think he is kid- 
ding with his bombast; he 
obviously watched Pezzano in 
his youth). 

"Yeah, we saw the Brisbane 
game, not bad" said Watson. 
Pezzano is not quite the 


ACE REPORTERS 


Would you like to join Inside Soccer's team of 
professional, part-time 
professional and amateur writers? 


With the non-NSL season rapidly approaching we 
have a need to expand our team to cover State 
Leagues, Juniors, Women’s and Futsal. 


Don’t worry about lack of experience; you supply the 
enthusiasm and passion and we will do the rest. 


Inquiries to Bruce Campbell 


Tel: (02) 4285 7480 
Fax: (02) 4285 7481 


E-mail: insidesoccer@hotmail.com 


APLLICATIONS CLOSE 
5S JANUARY 1999 
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Murray Barnes stopping Marconi's Tilly Catrbone in his tracks in a NSL match at ES Marks 
Field. Note the lack of a crowd. 


back from Wolves". Specula- 
tion, "maybe he's off to Japan 


epitome of geniality, too out- 
spoken for that, he made an 
easy target for those spear 
throwing Olympic fans at 
Pratten Park in ‘85. 

"Paul Kay and Fletch (Graham 
Fletcher) also send their 
apologies from the ‘Gong” 
said Smith. 

"Fletch! What's he doing?" 
yells Pezzano. 

"Playing for Dapto,” replies 
Smith. 

"DAPTO?..... Who the......2” 

“Yeah but he's doing al- 
tight," winked Smithy. 

Another break in the banter 
as ex-Socceroo captain 
Murray Bames enters, quickly 
followed by Blacktown City 
coach Alex Robertson. 

Then soon after, roars of 
"It's Lead Boots" and lots of 
back slapping as the mercurial 
and fit looking Agie Munez 
strolls in. 

The conversation twists and 
turns like a Willie Murray - 
Kenny Boden one two. 

Jinky Joe Watson tells a 
story with the precision of one 
of those delicate deft passes 
then produces a punch line 
every bit as sharp as a Kos- 
mina near post volley. 

Old times and old names are 
thrown around. 

The late news... 


. "Hicky's 


with Thommo!"..........and on 
it went. 

So apart from the obvious 
why did the sky blue slickers 
have such a successful team. 

Why do they still get to- 
gether after all these years. 

For Bames it’s straight for- 
ward. 

"I had one team as a player, 
fourteen yerrs at one club,” he 
says. 

“We had a couple of end of 
season overseas trips but we 
always got together » after 
games and celebrated. 

“Tim not sure if other clubs 
at that time were as social as 
we were certainly no one 
really joined us for a drink 
after the game. 

“The Marconi and Croatia 
boys we hardly saw and the 
Olympic boys went their own 
way." 

Did, the closure of the club 
galvanize the players? 

Bames said: "In the short 
term, no. 

“Everyone just split up and 
took the best offers around 
town. 

“I was close to fetirement 
and spent two years at Warrin- 


“In the longer term, I sup- 


pose, yes. 

“Commonly a club break- 
ing up has an effect [in bond- 
ing the players]. 

“Certainly [ was devastated 
at the time. 

“I heard the news on the 
radio and got to training to 
find kids rummaging through 
the gear. 

“After 14 years I took it 
hard." 

Watson and McPherson 
agreed and said that: "Murray 
basically gave it away after 
we finished, he took it 
badly.” 

The conversation turned 
towards the profile of the 
game. 

How good are the present 
teams? 

The general agreement was 
that with so many players 
overseas the talent in the 
clubs is diluted, but has the 
bonus of blooding youngsters 
early. 

Terry Smith was impressed 
with the crowd and promo- 
tion at the Northern Spirit v 
Brisbane game but not the 
football. 

“I'd rather watch Randwick, 
they always try to play attack- 
ing football,” he said. 

“What did you think of the 
game Joe?" asked Smith. 


One of the greatest club sides Australian soccer has produced. How many players can you name? 


"T couldn't get in, I took the 
boss along and showed my 


gold Socceroo card but the - 


gatekeepers had never heard 
of the card or me and turned 
us away," said Watson. 

Howls of laughter mixed 
with gasps of disbelief. 

"It was embarrassing for my 
friend. I don't mind paying but 
it certainly left a bad taste,” he 
added. 


Australian soccer still has a 
problem with recognising its 
former heroes. 

There are no problems if 
you move on and become a 
high profile coach or media 


Kevin Mullen weaves past a Sydney Olympic player but who is that guy 


enough. 

And as if to prove the point 
of this lack of recognition in 
walks Erie Campbell. 

"What a great player,” says 
Barnes. “Ernie was wanted by 
some top English clubs and 
played for Australia, 

“People like Ernie should be 
a more recognisable part of 
our games history. 

“Maybe we need a book like 


cricket's Wisden" 
Surely someone of that stat- 
ure should be familiar at least. 
What is soccer Australia 
doing about this problem? 
Again Bames outlined his 


shouting the odds behind them? 


person but for someone like 
Barnes who captained Austra- 
lia to say: "I don't even have a 
gold Socceroo card. How do 
you get one...I don't know? 
You must have to ask." 

Well, that really is not good 


experience: "To be fair we 
were invited down to Mel- 
bourne before the Iran game. 
“The 1974 Socceroos were 
paraded. Then David Hill and 
George Negus launched a new 
glossy brochure as part of a 


progamme to address the lack 
of recognition of players and 
coaches past and present. 

“How does it work? Well, it 
has lots of info on how to 
nominate someone that should 
go into a hall of fame or some- 
thing like that: 

“But how far it has got I 
don't knew 2" 

Soccer Australia could cer- 
tainly follow this up to pro- 


vide the Australian public 
with a soccer history that is 
tangible. 

We all know Johnny Warren 
and Paul Wade but who else? 

The overseas players are 
getting exposure 
but at the cost of 
undervaluing our 
national league 
players. 

"Tt isn't really a 
problem for us," 
said Watson. 

“With so many 
of our ex-players 
now coaching 
we still have a 
high profile.” 

Pezzano 
agreed and said: 
"It's phenomenal 
how so many 
players from one 
club are doing 
well now" 

"There's Kos- 
sie, Frank and 
Mitch in the 
NSL 

“Myself, Alex, 
Joe and Agi in 
the State League. 

“Then Steve 
O’Connor at the 
ALS. 

“Gerry Gomez 
is doing his 
thing with the 


= 


juniors. 
“And of course 
Thommo and 


Hicky,” said Pezzano. 
So will the Sydney City 

boys meet up next year? 
"Absolutely, we'll continue 

as long as we got enough for a 

quorum," said Smith. 

He laughed but meant it. 


Thailand 
Withe Love 


By Sutin Wannabovorn 


THE MANAGER of Thailand's national soccer team said 
on the weekend that Thailand was likely to vote for Eng- 
land's 2006 World Cup bid in return for the English FA's 
payment of the salary of the side's coach Peter Withe. 

"It is likely that Thailand's football association will vote 
in support of England for the 2006 World Cup because we 
very much appreciate the Football Association's support in 
sending one of the best coaches around to help us," said 
Tawatchai Sajakun. * 

"The Thai team was in really deep trouble before he 
came and in only one month he brought us to semifinal of 
the Asian Games," he said. 

"Thai people never get anything for free. Since the Eng- 
lish Football Association helped us when we were in trou- 
ble, that's something we will remember." 

Thailand has.a vote on FIFA's executive committee 
which will decide where the 2006 World Cup will be held. 
England currently has no seat on that body. 

Alec McGivan, the director of England's World Cup 
campaign, coincidentally in Bangkok on a promotional 
visit for the bid said: "Indirectly, it may benefit the bid. 
But what is wrong with that as long as you are funding 
genuine footballing projects. : 

“We are asking people to vote for us, what is more natu- 
ral for them to say 'Is there any way you can help us 7’ 
That's the real world. In the specific case of Thailand we 
are partially funding Peter Withe. We are also funding 
a project to help street kids to play football in Bangkok. 
The FA has been doing things like this for many years." 

English football has been rocked with sacndal over the 
last week following the resignation of former FA CEO 
Graham Kelly (see separate story) and the revelation of 
Withe’s wages being paid by the FA have sent further rip- 
ples of discontent throughout the bastion of football. 


Trayntor agreed and said: 
"The club spirit died in the 
short term but now it lives 
on. 

“I only hope that players 
of today can enjoy what we 
have in fifteen years time." 

On that note that we'H 
leave them to get on with 
their ‘quiet’ celebration of a 
glorious past and a promis- 
ing future ..... “til next year. 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


Are you a sports photographer, 
either freelance or looking for a 
publisher? 


If so, and you have a good soccer 
photography background, please 
contact our editorial department. 


Inside Soccer is looking for good, 
quality coverage of the National 
Soccer League and Australian 

international fixtures. 


Photographs must be in black and 
white print form and either single 
player frame action match shots 
or candid shots from a non- 
playing situation. 

(Please, we do not wish any more 
shots from the half way line, all 
action shots must be behind-the- 

goal material). 


Send sample material to; 


Bruce Campbell G 
Inside Soccer ND) 
Suites 4-5 @ fea 
108 Railway Street 
Corrimal, NSW 2518. ; 
Telephone (02) 4285 7480 after 10am — not Mondays 
Payment by negotiation 
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NODDY’S 
CHRISTMAS 
LIST 


WITH STUART BELL 


MR FASHION 


Quality Menswear & Jeanery 
Shop 71, Westfield Warrawaong 
Ph: (02) 4274 3421 


s 


Christmas is that time of the year when seasonal kindness pushes aside a 
lot of the old ills of the other twelve months. Bah humbug you might say, 
but surely it is about time that we all threw aside those old grievances for 
the good of our sport — and fellow man. 

And while Australian soccer strives to take advantage of the great op- 
portunities in sport in this cotntry Adrian Alston is one personality who 
should figure in the festive resolutions of a lot of people. 

The former deadly striker is now coach of Illawarra Premier League 
side Port Kembla where he has built up the most skilful team in the 
league, a team which plays with style, shape and, maybe most impor- 
tantly, with flair. 

Yet, when his name came up on a short list of possible candidates at an 
NSL club not too long ago one of that club’s directors said that he thought 
that Alston, known to his fans as Noddy, had drifted out of the game. 

The director has gone on to a senior position with his club while Alston 
remains with Port Kembla. Not that Noddy would have it any other way 
but it does say a lot for the game which Alston‘s former team-mate and - 
now TV pundit Johnny Warren criticises bécause officials are more fa- 
mous than our players. Johnny has a point. 


Inside Soccer's big resolution, therefore is to help to raise the profile of 


our game ~ within our game. We won’t be seeking new markets, we won’t 
be treading new horizons. Instead we shall keep on striving to let you, our 


LEVIS: FROM $65 
CALVIN KLINE save $50 NOW $79.99 
JAG BSR JEANS $79.99 


Where soccer players go for 
their fashion 


‘t readers, know all about this great game in all corners of Australia, with our 
Uy special emphasis on the NSL. 
gpm T h S Pl In turn the power brokers of Australian soccer might do well to look to 
r look at some of the ideas in NODDY’S XMAS WISHES. 
“¥ } Co e occer ace vere They might also ask why a man who has played at the highest level in 


four countries, was rated one of the best players ever to pull on the green 
and gold and who is one of the sharpest and most gifted figures in the game 
hasn’t been involved with an NSL club since a short but cash starved stint 


pie ... for everything soccer ... 


THINKING SOCCER? at Wollongong City in the early ‘80s. 

Think It might be thought that he is too big for the game he loves, at least in the 
The Soccer Place ... eyes of those who make the decisions. It seems almost unbelievable that he 
2182 The Northernh Road can’t get a place on an NSL bench, especially when you look at the 


‘credentials’ of some of our current club coaches. 
Bu, bah humbug, this is the Season of Goodwill. 
Peace and Joy to all in Australian soccer. 
And if you just give us half of our little request list then the fans of the 
Ericsson Cup will have a bumper year ahead of them. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEWYEAR. 


D&D SERVICES 
& CRANE HIRE PTY LTD. 


Luddenham NSW 2745 


CLUB SPECIALISTS, SOCCER GEAR 
& GIFTS etc. 
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE 
Ph: (02) 4773 3123 FAX (02) 4773 3127 


THE HARBOUR FRONT 


RESTAURANT & CONFERENCE 
CENTRE = 


Endeavour Drive, Mobile Cranes (up to 100 ton) 
Mobile Equipment 
Wollongong Twer Cranes 


Labour Hire Employment Agency (Lic no. PE6060) 
Free Site Inspection & Lift Planning 


Ph: (02) 4227 2999 4 
Fax: (020 4226 5399 : % 
Website: http:/Avww. harbourfront.com.au 


We, 

*QUR Eee 
We would like to wish all of our ciiéntel a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 


Ph: (02) 4272 7133 Fax: (02) 4272 7134 
Mobile: 0419 488 322 
Diego Diaz — Director. 
Wishing all our soccer friends a Merry Christmas 
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Noddy’s Ch: 

Australian § 

1. Peace through« 

2. Respect for ou 
and fans 

3. A Socceroo co 
Blanco will do ni 
4, The introducti: 
relegation from tt 
5. The admittanc 
Auckland Kings, 

6. The end to con 
Gippsland and Cz 
from the NSL 

7. A NSL Divisio 
of Australia’s stat 
8. The re-introdu: 
Cup with teams e 
of Australian soci 
amateurs 

9. Recognition of 
and coaches 

10. A trip to then 
as a competitor 


A FLASH FROM T 
Alston helping kigq 
Hind the Socceroo 


with youth today 
handicapped you 


EDMEN PTY LTD 


EMPLOYMENT AGENCY lic 2437 


WE HAVE 

e Trades personnel 

e Engineers 

* Project managers WORKING 
* Administration personnel WITH YOUR 
. 


BUSINESS 


Unskilled labour 
tmas List for 
eas ’ _WE SERVICE 
eee Heavy engineering industry Unit 21, 157 King Street, 
Construction industry Warrawaong NSW 2502 
Mining industry 
please, — Raul Petro-chemical plants 
Seen sat Maintenance programmes 
E Ph: (02) 4276 3070 Fax: (02) 4276 3999 


FA gaa and Mobile: 0417 763 070 (Eddy de Gabriel) 


‘a 16th club, 


eee that SOCCER CLUBS 


ara will be axed Why not have your own club design shirts, shorts and socks? 
pepsort can design, print and manufacture a special team outfit 

involving the best for your club (minimums apply). 

vague clubs Tracksuits, Polo shirts, T shirts can all be supplied with your team 

nof the Australia identification - pepsort will coordinate your total club outfit. 

‘ing from all levels Have a range of supporter wear designed and made for sale to 

including the your own club members - let them show their support during 

and after games. 

Screen printing and embroidery. 

Contact Robert, Genie & Jason at 


llow soccer players 


r former star players 


:World j - : 
wees Pepsort - team sport supplies 


341 Crown Street, Wollongong NSW 2500 
Ph: (02) 4229 1584 Fax: (02) 4229 2841 
owww.pepsort.com.au 


PAST: But a nice one. Adrian 
ht a clinic in Bankstown in 1971. 
nis still very much involved 
is day-to-day work with 
In Wollongong. 
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Soccer: 


It’s my game 


With Joe Russo 


AUSTRALIAN soccer lacks vi- 
sion and a national coach — yet 
we complain about “rough 
deals” from FIFA when it comes 
to qualification for the World 
Cup. 

How’'can we expect better? 

Our own act needs cleaning 
‘up first and then the rest of the 
world may take us seriously. 

The last ‘time Australia 
achieved anything of note was 
in the 1974 World Cup. 

Over 24 years ago and still 
the perennial whine about FIFA 
doing this and that. 

Let's face the facts. 

We have failed to qualify for a 
World Cup since 1974 yet 
somehow expect that the rest of 
the world, including the hierar- 
chy of FIFA, should say to us, 
here is an easy path to the fi- 
nals. 

Is the fifth best South Ameri- 
can nation too good for us? 

If the answer is yes then 

maybe we should question 
whether or not we deserve to 
be there at all in the first place. 
. After all, the World Cup is 
where the best countries in the 
world compete against each 
other. 

Think about the European 
and South American countries 
and their respective paths to 
the World Cup. 

For instance, Italy and Eng- 
land were in the same qualify- 
ing group for the last World 
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Cup. 

Between them they have won 
four Worid Cups. 

Poland, the 1982 semi final- 
ist, was also in that group. 

In the end England won the 
group and qualified and second 
placed Italy faced a play-off 
with Russia, on a home and 
away basis, and eventually 
made it through. 

Imagine if Australia faced the 
same path! 

Our gecgraphical position in 
the world gives us an easy path 
to the World Cup and we still 
complain. 

A few South Pacific island 
nations, New Zealand (whom 
we could not beat recently in 
Brisbane) and then one other 
country. 

Realistically, how can we ex- 
pect any better? 

Iran, Asia's fourth best last 
time and South America’s fifth 
best this time and we cry ‘FIFA 
scandal’. 

We should count our lucky 
stars that we have it so easy! 

A starting point in getting us 
to the next World Cup could be 
to appoint a national coach on 
a full-time basis. 

At the moment Soccer Aus- 
tralia thinks it is fine to keep 
Raul Blanco ‘on a string’, un- 
sure whether or not he will be in 
charge come 2001, when the 
qualifying games for the 2002 
World Cup get serious. 
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Jimmy Mackay 
funeral brings 
showers of tributes 


By Paul Millar 


The team of ‘74 farewelled Soc- 
ceroo legend Jimmy Mackay at a 
service in Melbourne last Wednes- 
day remembering him not only as 
the player who kicked the goal that 
took Australia to the World Cup 
finals, but also as a man you could 
not help liking. 

There was a capacity crowd at the 
Springvale funeral chapel which 
was filled to overflowing 
with friends who could not believe 
that at 54 he was gone. 

Mackay died suddenly the previ- 
ous Friday in Melbourne. 

Australia’s only World Cup finals 
team formed a guard of honour as 
his coffin, draped in 
the flags of Scotland and the scarves 
of South Melbourne Hellas and 
Melbourne, was piped solemnly 
into the church. 

His Australian team-mate and 
room-mate on tour Jimmy Rooney, 
who passed the ball that made the 
vital goal against South Korea, was 
a pall-bearer for the first funeral of a 
team that made Australian soccer 
history. “9 

Scottish-born Mackay came to 
Australia in 1965, signing for Croa- 
tia. Hellas and 
Hakoah and played more than 50 
internationals. 

The Socceroos then were drawn 
mostly from migrants and recog- 
nised as the most close-knit 
side ever to represent Australia - 
and that was in evidence today. 

They embraced like family mem- 


bers and wept into the shoulders of 


team-mates with their 
coach Rale Rasic the obvious father 
figure. 

"It was a team that was a family 
and it will continue to be a family, 
and the players of today should take 
notice of what makes great teams," 
an emotional Rasic said. 

"If you do not have the sort of 
unity that was shown today there is 
no ‘way you can make it, 
even with all the world beaters we 


have in today’s team they cannot do 
what we have done. 

"That’s because they are not so 
united, they don’t have the same pur- 
pose, it’s a team game and Jim Mac- 
kay was the special link. 

"He was a special person and let’s 
remember him for that," he said. 

Skipper John Warren said when the 
squad was reunited this week they 
spoke of Jimmy Mackay 
the man, not the footballer, but the 
friend who had no enemies. 

A red-eyed Jack Reilly, who was 
the team’s goalkeeper, told the silent 
chapel that Mackay 
was somebody special who also had 
the common touch - and could also 
find a beer anywhere. 

Before a qualifying game in humid 
Iran coach Rasic ran the players into 
the ground at 
training and Mackay and Rooney 
were desperate for a beer. 

"Mackay said to me one day if he 
does not get me a beer I’m going to 
die That night in 
the bedroom in Iran there were beers 
in Rooney and Mackay’s room. 

"Water was not what they liked to 
drink," Reilly said. 

He told a who’s who of soccer that 
the players assembled today had been 
the finest of all 
time in Australia. 

"You see the best group of players 
in this room that ever represented 
Australia, they were 
sensational, 16 teams played in the 
World Cup then, they were terrific, 
and Jimmy Mackay was 
the best," Reilly said. 


Tiatto in hot water 


Manchester City man- 
ager Joe Royle looks 
certain to hammer red- 
carded defender Danny 
Tiatto with a club fine 
for his part in last 
week’s FA Cup head- 
butt controversy. 

Manchester City's 
Australian full-back 
was sent off in extra- 
time after a flare-up 
with Darlington's 
Marco Gabbiadini as 
the troubled Maine 
Road club clawed their 
way into the third 
round. 

The rumpus angered 
Darlington manager 
Dave Hodgson so 
much that he argued 
with a linesman and 
was ordered from the 
dug-out by referee 
Barry Knight. 

Afterwards Hodgson 
accused Tiatto of 
"nutting" his veteran 
striker and then 
"making a meal of it” 
before the pair were 
dismissed. 

Now City boss Royle 
has promised to disci- 
pline Tiatto. 

Royle said: "I'm not 
pleased with what 
went on. 

“Whether 


Danny made contact 
with the player, I'm not 
sure. 

"But Danny did put 
his head towards him - 
whether or not he made 
contact remains to be 
seen. 

"But it's stupid doing 
something like that. 

“I won't condone 
that, and it will be dealt 
with internally. 

“Tm not happy, and 
we won't be happy as a 
club about it. 

"It's silly and it's the 
second time this season 
he's done something 
like that, retaliated and 
been sent off." 

Tiatto was sent off 
for retaliation in Octo- 
ber in the 1-0 home 
defeat by Reading. 

The player has also 
been the centre of con- 
troversy in his brief 
Socceroo career also, 
with a red card a re- 


minder of his lack of 
discipline. 
Royle said: "Like 


before, he should have 
just stepped away from 
the incident. 

“He might have been 
fouled first, but -you 
can't do what he did on 
a pitch. 

"Marco might have 


or not ~ hit him first, I don't 


over head butt claim 


By Paul Walker 


know. 

“But certainly Danny 
has put his head down 
towards the lad. 

"It was clear from 
where :I stood, and I 
have a lot of sympathy 
with their manager and 
the lad for being sent 
off. 

“Tt was a silly situa- 
tion, and we are not 
sympathetic to that 
kind of action.” 

Hodgson had to be 
hauled away from the 
pitch as he erupted in 
fury at the incident and 
later said: "I did what I 
was told 

“{ went to sit in the 
seats in the front of the 
stand, and they were 
very nice. 


“T got a good view of 
the rest of the game 
from there. 

"But I have got a 
right to get upset when 
a player nuts one of my 
men, goes down and 
makes a meal of it, and 
then my player. gets 
sent off. 

“Marco was  sup- 
posed to have butted 
Tiatto when in my 
opinion it was the 
other way round.” 

The uproar cast a 
cloud over City's 1-0 
extra-time victory, and 
the fine solo goal by 
Michael Brown that 
efsured a daunting trip 
to Wimbledon in the 
third round on January 
2 


World Cup 2002; we’ll 
be there says Cool Kid 


By Ted Simmons 


Socceroo and Leeds 
striker Harry Kewell 
has supported a pro- 
posal that Australia 
should link with the 
Asian’ Confederation 
for future World Cup 
campaigns. 

Kewell, speaking 
from Leeds, also confi- 
dently predicted that 
Australia would take 
part in the finals of the 
2002 World Cup in 
Korea and Japan. 

The young striker 
played an important 
role in Australia reach- 
ing the final of the last 
Confederation Cup in 
Saudi Arabia and the 
play-off against Iran 
for a place in the 
World Cup finals in 
France. 

“If we move into the 
Asian Confederation it 
would be better for 
Australia because we’d 
be meeting stronger 
teams than in Oce- 
ania," he said. 

"I can’t believe it’s 
been a year since our 
elimination from the 
last World Cup by Iran 
at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. 


can remember 
nee bit of that- game 
but we won’t make the 
same mistake and well 
qualify for the next 
World Cup." 

Kewell was not even 
particularly worried 
about Australia, if it 
wins Oceania, having 
to qualify by beating 
the fifth placed South 
American team. 

He said Australia 
should perform well 
against the South 
Americans but recom- 
mended warm-up 
games should be 
played in both Europe 
and South America. 

"The World Cup has 
qualifiers from both 
areas and our games 
should be split be- 
tween them," he said. 

Kewell was disap- 
pointed at Australia 
losing to New Zealand 
in the Oceania qualify- 
ing final for next-year’s 
Confederation Cup. 

"If we enter any tour- 
nament we should set 
out to win. 

“T wasn’t told about 
the Cup matches 
in Brisbane," he said. 

Kewell was the cen- 
tre of a storm when 


Leeds manager George 
Graham criticised his 
selection by Australia 
for international 
matches but the young 
striker feels the situa- 
tion has eased with a 
change of manage- 
ment. 

He said he had not 
had any talks with act- 
ing Australian coach 


Talking Soccer wits 
Carlton S.C.’s SEAN DOUGLAS 


Roly’s World XI: 
The line-up 


What a team! A World 
XI capable of pound- 
ing ail in it’s path. 

The line-up sof ar: 
Churchill (right back 
and Captain), Goliath 
{centre back), Ghen- 
ghis Khan (centre 
back), Hitler (left 
back), Napoleon Bona- 
parte (centre midfield), 
Aristotle (left half), 
Attila The Hun (right 
half) and finally, 
Viadamir Lenin (left 
wing), JFK (Striker), 
Saddam Hussein 
(Striker). 

All we need now is a 
keeper and a couple of 
subs! 

Goalkeeper: Jesus 
Christ (JC). No foot- 
ball team can win with- 
out a good goalkeeper 
and in history one cus- 
todian stands out 
above all others. 

When Jerusalem won 
the Holy Grail, symbol 
of Middle East soccer 
supremacy, “Jesus 
saves” was always the- 
catch-cry. 


It was nothing short 
of a miracle the way he 
kept a clean sheet 
game after game. ~ 

As a bonus JC has 
another talent — as a 
physiotherapist. 

His healing powers 
are legendary. 

Just think: No more 
dodgy knees in the 
team. 

You say the mid- 
fielder has done a cru- 
ciate ligament and 
can’t walk? 

JC simply lays his 
hands on and without 
so much as wincing 
with pain, the lad is up 
and running, ready to 
tear through walls 


again. 

Incidentally, the 
other great thing about 
having JC in the team 
is he does a terrific 
little number as an af- 
ter match caterer. 

One time at a Jerusa- 
lem — Bethlehem local 
derby there were 
40,000 people and 
somehow with only a 


couple of loaves of 
bread and a fish, he fed 
the whole lot. 

Sub: Buddha. Every 
team needs a guy who, 
though not very mo- 
bile, is big and strong. 

Buddha has more 
then physique, he has 
the moral strength and 
character. 

He’s on the bench 
because he’s a bit of a 
pacifist, a bit quiet and 
perhaps not aggressive 
enough. 

But then you can’t 
have a whole team of 
Churchills and Husse- 
ins. 

Every team needs the 
strong silent type in the 
background. 


Raul Blanco but will 
speak with him when 
the time comes about 
playing with the na- 
tional team. 

"I used to talk with 
Leeds officials about 
playing for Australia 
but with the change of 
management [ll wait 
for the right. occasion 
to talk again," Kewell 


said. "Everyone has a 
burning desire to lead 
their country, espe- 
cially at the Olympic 
Games and I’m the 
same. I don’t think I’ve 
earned my place in the 


Olyroos for+ Sydney 
despite playing for 
Leeds. 


“No-one can be guar- 
anteed a place and eve- 


‘BOARD 


Sub: Elvis Presley. Cariton’s Sean Douglas: He’s got the Lord on 
his side — and the King, how could his World XI 


The ideal substitute — 
once he has finished 
his morning shift at the 
supermarket. 

Elvis has enormous 
versatility. 

The hip wiggling, 
pelvis thrusting version 
can play up front. 

The  artery-inflated, 


lose a game? 


pill-popping junk-food 
fat-boy can come on at 
fullback. 

Looks good in his 
blue suede boots. 

So that’s my World 
XI. There’s bound to 


be some critic saying 
“¥ would have put so 
and so here”, and 
“Why’s he in the 
team”, but when it 
comes down to it — it’s 
a load of old cobblers! 


ryone , should fight 
for their position." 

Kewell said he had 
already scored five 
goals this season for 
Leeds in the English 
Premier League com- 
pared with eight for 
all of last season. 

But he was a little 
wary about next 
month’s third round 
FA Cup clash against 
non-league 
club Rushden and 
Diamonds. 

“Id rather be play- 
ing against a Premier 
League team. 

“Smaller clubs 
come out with all 
guns blazing and 
have nothing to lose. 

“We hope to get an 
early goal and then 
put some more in," 
he said. 

Kewell, who gave 
his support to the 
formation of Sydney 
National League club 
Northern Spirit, said 
he was delighted 
with the club’s prog- 
ress and hoped they 
could bring some 
overseas players and 
get even bigger sup- 
port. 


Franz 
throws 
in his 
weight 


Germany added 
weight to its bid to 
stage the 2006 
World Cup finals 
today by naming 
Franz Beckenbauer 
as head of its appli- 
cation. 

Beckenbauer, 
World Cup-winning 
captain in 1974 and 
triumphant coach in 
1990, took over from 
German Football 
Association (DFB) 
president Egidius 
Braun. 

"Franz in his time 
as player and coach 
has won a great repu- 
tation internationally 
and so he is the right 
man at the top,” 
Braun said. 

Beckenbauer said: 
"T will devote all my 
energy to pulling it 
off for Germany 
against some very 
strong competition.” 

Gennany officially 
declared its bid for 
the 2006 finals last 
month. 

Also bidding are 
England, Brazil, Mo- 
rocco and Ghana, 
with South Africa 
expected to join 
them. 


“Like me, you can give 
a child like 
Sujon a new start...”’ ‘ 


66 As a mother, my heart goes out 
to children like these in the horrific 
slums of Bangladesh. 
Life is so precarious. Sometimes} 
they eat, sometimes they don't. 
But you can give a child like 
Sujon a new start as a World Vision 


Child Sponsor. 


Hope - for just $1 a day. 

I sponsor a child myself through 
World Vision. Through benefits to the 
family and community a child is given 
essentials like food, schooling and 


immunisation. 


You'll also receive photos and 
progress reports - and know that 
you're helping to change your child’ 


whole community. 


Please don’t put it off. 99 
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Iranians take Asian Games final 
ommine Tight security surrounds 


Iran, even with a 
player sent off late in 
the game, won the 
Asian Games soccer 
gold on Saturday, beat- 
ing Kuwait 2-0 in a 
game played under 
extra security because 
off U.S.-led bombing 
raids on Iraq. 

The outcome of the 
all-Middle East final, 
played on the first day 
of the holy Moslem 
fasting month of 
Ramadan, was never in 
doubt as: Iran, with 
most of their World 
Cup squad on display, 
took control from the 
start. China won the 
bronze when they beat 
Thailand 3-0 in a 
match 1,000 kms from 
Bangkok. 

Kuwait's Czech 
coach Milan Macala 
fumed about the refe- 
reeing saying tough 
Iranian tackling  re- 
sulted in a broken leg 
for one of his players 
in the incident that led 
to an Iranian being 
shown the red card. 

The Iranians scored 
in only the seventh mi- 
nute when left wing- 
back Ali Karimi, a ris- 
ing 21-year-old star 
who was playing in the 


match as 10 man Iran 


outclass Kuwait in Bangkok 


Iranian third division 
only a few months ago, 
popped up unmarked 
at the right hand far 
post. 

He nodded home a 
corner which Kuwaiti 
goalkeeper Khalid Al- 
Fahdli should have 
kept out. 

Missing key goal 
scorer Jassem Al- 
Huwaidi with a thigh 
injury, Kuwait could 
not break the iron grip 
of the hard-working 
Iranian midfield 
quickly enough to trou- 
ble a defence missing 
kingpin Mohammed 
Khakpour, 

Iran extended their 
lead in the 27th minute 
as Karim Bagheri of 
German second divi- 
sion side Arminia 
Bielefeld won yet an- 
other ball in midfield, 
charged through a 
static Kuwa'ti defence 
and rounded Al-Fahdli 
before firing home 
from a narrow angle. 

Four minutes later, it 
should have been all 


over as Bayern Munich 
striker Ali Daei, who 
scored eight goals in 
the tournament, put Ali 
Mousavi through, but 
poor bail control on a 
bumpy pitch gave Al- 
Fahdli enough time to 
block the eventual 
shot. 

Karimi also went 
close in the 34th min- 
ute as Al-Fahdli again 
dithered over. whether 
to come for a corer, 
but the Iranian de- 
fender's header was 
cleared off the line. 

The Iranians eased 
off in the second half, 
but Kuwait still could 
not threaten Iranian 
goalkeeper Behzad 
Gholampour, who has 
looked the most falli- 
ble player in the new 
gold medallists lineup 
throughout the tourna- 
ment. 

Kuwait's 19-year-old 
Farj Laheeb, the tour- 
nament's top scorer, 
rarely got a touch of 
the ball and never a 


chance to add to his 
nine-goal tally. 

Not even the sending 
off of Iran's Mehdi 
Madhavikia, a striker 
playing at wingback 
who has interested sev- 
eral European clubs, 
helped the Kuwaiti 
cause. 

Madhavikia was sent 
off in the 78th minute 
after he raised his leg 
high in the air to make 
a running interception 
and felled Kuwait's 
Ahmad Al-Mutairi, 
who was carried off 
and did not retum. 
Coach Macala said Al- 


oo O32 


Mutairi had been taken 
to hospital with a bro- 
ken leg and criticised 
poor refereeing by 
Thailand's Pirom Un- 
prasert. 

"We must have bet- 
ter referees at tourna- 
ments like this. 
I saw many hard fouls 
which went unpun- 
ished," he said. 

"Iran has a strong 
team, physically 
strong, and the referee 
helped them," he said. 

Macala blamed the 
absence of Al-Huwaidi 
for the lack of bite up 
front and the lack of 


incisive midfielder 
Hani Al-Sager for the 
lack of penetration. 

"That last cross, that 
last pass, was missing," 
he said. 

"In the whole of the 
match we made very 
few chances. But con- 
gratulations to Iran. 
We played as well as 
we could and I'm very 
proud the Kuwait team 
won the silver medal." 

In reality, Kuwait 
played only as well as 
the vastly experienced 
Iranians allowed them. 

"We were more fo- 
cused," said Iranian 
coach Mansour 
Pourheidari. 

"We had a plan and 
we didn't think about 
anything except the 
gold medal." 

Even after Madhavi- 
kia was sent off, the 
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Kuwaitis managed to 
get into the Iranian 
penalty area only a few 
times and still could 
not find a move that 
would threaten Gho- 
lampour. 

The Iranians, who 
never looked vulner- 
able after a stunning 4- 
2 defeat at the hands of 
tiny Oman in a second 
round group ‘match, 
reclaimed a gold medal 
they last won in 1990 
at the Beijing Games 
when they were just 
emerging from a dec- 
ade of war against 
Iraq. Then, they were 
underdogs. On Satur- 
day, they were red-hot 
favourites and never 
looked like anything 
else as their well- 
organised and skilful 
side bottled up the Ku- 
waitis. 
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AUSSIE STARS ~ 
Lucas Neill 


QUEENS PARK RANGERS 


BY ANDREW DAVIS 


WHILST _ everyone 
talks of West Ham 
being the Aussie team 
there is another 
London club that over 
the last five years have 


had numbers. of 
Aussies playing in 
their ranks. 


Inside Soccer met 
Tim Cahill, one of 
them, a few weeks 
back. 

Now we catch up 
with the other half of 
the Aussie duo 
currently at the Den, 
Lucas Neill. 

Lucas Neill was born 
in Sydney on-March 9 
1978. 

He went straight 
from the NSW youth 
academy into the youth 
structure at Millwall. 

He was a confident 
young player and 
moved to the UK at a 
young age. 

At that time one 
person helped him out 
in the Millwall ranks. 

“Jason Van Blerk 
was at the club at the 
time and I spent a 
season with him here,” 


remembers Lucas 
Neill. 

“He was a good 
mate and helped me 
settle in really well, 
especially my first few 
weeks at the club.” 

Lucas knocked up a 
few fine performances 
after debuting for the 
first team and soon 
became a _ solid 
favourite with the fans. 

That is not very easy 
with the Millwall fans, 
and especially not for a 
young Aussie lad. 

However for Lucas 
being portrayed as one 
of the good guys in a 
club infamous for its 
bad boys is a big asset. 

“Tt is nice to know 
you are liked on the 
terraces, it gives you a 
buzz to know that 
every time you get the 
ball they anticipate you 
are going to do 
something good and 
that is a huge bonus,” 
he admits. 

“Tt certainly builds 


confidence in your 
play very easily.” 
Just when things 


were going well, and 
he even attracted press 
from back home in 
Australia, injury cut 
him down. 

“Before I had my 
two broken feet I had 
only had bumps and 
bruises. 

“Obviously breaking 
both my feet was a 
Major _ setbac 


another set back was a 
groin injury a while 
back. 

“Nowadays I hate 
talking about injuries, 
in fact!” 

However, like his 
compatriot Tim Cahill, 
Neill is a fighter and 
fought back to be 
stronger than ever, and 
in’ fact an Australian 
representative! 

Whilst he was out 
though he had a lot of 
games he had to watch 
from the sidelines. 

A lot of first team 
players hate watching 
from the stands but 
Lucas’s__ response 
shows a really positive 
attitude and that he 
may well have the stuff 
to make — himself 
successful at the top 
grade. 

“When I am 
watching a- game [ 
always visualise myself 
playing in that match,” 
he ays. 

“Sometimes I learn a 
lot from the’ game, 
other times I think ‘hey 
I could have done a lot 
better than that!” 

As for playing for his 


country? 
“Representing Oz is 
the best thing I could 
ever do and the more 
times I do it, the more 
I want.to do it. 
“The .USA match 


important member 
of the 2000 
Olympic side. 

Australians will 
be able to see him 
play in 
competitive 
matches on these 
shores once more, 
something to look 
forward'to. 

His overseas 
experience will be 
invaluable to the 
whole camp. 

Back to club_ level 
and Lucas plays in 
midfield for the Lions. 

“I just enjoy playing 
football in the first 
team which is why I 
am playing either on 
the left or the right of 
midfield at the 
moment,” he says. 

“J don’t see them as 
my ideal position, for 
me that would be in the 
thick of it, controlling 
play a lot more in the 
centre of midfield. 

“Since we made a 
drop down a division 
the crowds have 
become quite 
frustrated at our form. 

“We average about 
7000 but when the 


London teams come to 
play we can get up to 
15,000.” 

Actually, it’s been 
quite a while since 
Millwall saw. real 
success and it has been 


was great for me ten years since the 
personally because it likes of 
gave me a boost in Sheringham 


confidence to know scoring for the side in 
that coming back from the top flight. 
a huge injury setback I The new 


Profile 
Preferred playing position on the field: 
Central Midfield 


Best aspects of your game: Passing strength 


vision 

Team you supported as a child: Liverpool 
Favourite player: Redondo (Real Madrid) 
Toughest Opponent: John Barnes 
Funniest Team mate: Marc Bircham 
Favourite Hobbies outside football: Sony 
playstation, shopping, TV. 


Teddy 


Favourite TV show: The Simpsons 
Favourite music: Live bands! 

The car you drive: BMW 318i sports. 

Five people to get stuck on a desert island 
with: Homer Simpson, Elle Macpherson, 
Alby Mangles (for survival), Anna 
Kournikiova, and my mate Adam! 

Advice to a young person looking to play - 
football in Europe: Be able to handle living 
Overseas, try your hardest, and believe in * 


yourself. 


have 
forgotten. 

“In fact, I honestly 
think we should have 
won the game.” 

Of course, Lucas 
Neill has also earned 
his spurs in 
Tepresentative youth 


not beén 


division (old third) is 
quite a distance behind 
the top echelons, 
however the football is 
hard as each and every 
side aspires to the 
halcyon heights of the 
Premier League. 


At _ present — the 


and teams and will be an London side lie in the 


middle of the table. 

Their side is very 
young and certainly 
has potential, however 
as many players in the 
UK do Lucas Neill 
also aspires to the 
heights of the Premier 
League, perhaps in a 
far shorter time than 
his club, Millwall. 

“The sooner the 
better for me,” he says 
of the question of 
making a move to a 
big club. 

“T want to achieve at 
the heighest level and 
play in the Premier 
League. 

“My head is down 
and J have this dream 
as my main goal at the 
moment.” 


Had injury not 
reared its ugly head 
again then Neill could 
well be playing in the 
Premier League by 
now, or the first 
division at the very 
least. 

There were rumours 
around of a deal to 
Queens Park Rangers 


coming off before 
injury struck. 

His dreams are 
within his grasp, 


however, and he has 
advice for those just 
beginning to dream of 
a road paved with gold 
overseas. 

“Only come to 
Europe if you can 
handle living away 
from Australia,” he 
says. 

“When you do get 
here try your very 
hardest and treat every 
opportunity as your 
one, only and best 
chance to make it. 

““Tt may well be your 
only chance! 

“Finally have the 
belief that you are 
good enough.” 

With that tucked 
under his belt Lucas 
Neill is living a dream 
many of us keep as just 
that. 

It is good advice for 
the next generation of 
youngsters to heed. 

Lucas Neill is going 
to be a big part of 
Aussie soccer, both 
here and abroad, 


THE SOCCER authorities of 
South Africa and Egypt signed a 
cooperation agreement last week 
and pledged to do what was nec- 
essary to bring the 2006 World 
Cup to Africa. 

The agreement, signed by the 
heads of the South. African Foot- 
bali Association and Egyptian 
Football Association, stated that 
the 2006 World Cup should be 
hosted on the African continent. 

Both countries, amongst Af- 
rica's most powerful soccer na- 
tions, have announced their 
intention to bid to host the World 


African dream World 
Cup moves closer 


Cup finals but have not officially 
applied. 

Other African bidders are Mo- 
rocco and Ghana, who have for- 
mally applied for what could 
become the first World Cup finals 
on African soil. ~ 

The agreement also outlined the 
associations' intention to cooperate 
in administration, coaching and 
refereeing development and for the 
benefit of soccer in general. 

England, Brazil and Germany are 
also bidding for the 2006 World 
Cup. 


Bound for Sydney 


Uganda and Tanzania 
secured places in the 
Sydney Olympic soc- 
cer tournament after 
winning qualifying 
matches last week. 

In the Tanzanian 
capital of Dar Es Sa- 
laam, Tanzania beat 
Kenya 2-0 in the sec- 
ond leg to qualify 2-1 
on aggregate. 

Tanzania won the 
match 1-0 in normal 
time and scored a 
"golden goal" in extra 
time to qualify. 

In Khartoum, 
Uganda held Sudan to 


a 0-0 draw before a 
20,000 crowd and 
qualified 2-1 on aggre- 
gate. 

The 2000 Olympic 
soccer tournament will 
be held in five Austra- 
lian cities — Sydney, 
Melboure, Adelaide, 
Brisbane and Can- 
berra. 

The tournament is 
split into four group 
and opens with games 
in Groups A and C on 
13 September at the 
Melbourne Cricket 
Ground and Bruce Sta- 
dium. 


Australia will play 
the opening match of 
Group A at the 
MCG. 

The semi finals are 
set for 26 September 
at the MCG and the 
new Olympic Sta- 
dium at Homebush 
with the final, also to 
be staged at Home- 
bush, being played 
on 30 September. 

Australia‘s best 
ever performance is 
fourth place at the 
Barcelona Olympic 
sin 1992. 


Harry is cool with 
the bucks as well 


EX-PAT SOCCER star Harry Kewell 
is Australia’s leading earning expo- 
nent of the round-bail game accord- 
ing to a list published last week. 

Top golfer Greg Norman eamed 
$37.3m this year more than the next 
eight people on the list combined. 

Norman dominated the list of 50 
compiled by BRW magazine for the 
second-successive year while world 
500ce motorcycle champion Mick 
Doohan was second with $8m. 

Golf also had more people on the 
list than other sport with 11. 

Steve Elkington was seventh on 
$2.5m, while Karrie Webb was next 
on $2.25m and Stuart Appleby 
($2.15m) and David Graham 
($2.01m) rounded out the top 10. 

Graham's standing and Graham 
Marsh's position at 12th on $1.55m 
illustrated the strength of the US Sen- 


Ange backs Spirit 


iors Tour, where they are among the top 
players. 

The 50 people grossed $118.2m, up 
from last year’s total of $102.3m. 

Only three women made the list, with 
swimmer Susie O'Neill equal 21st 
($1.2m) and track sprinter Cathy Free- 
man equal 37th ($850,000). 

The rankings were based on gross 
earnings including prizemoney, endorse- 
ments, sponsorships, appearance fees 
and other income from sports-related 
activities. 

There were 12 newcomers to the list 
and four of them were from soccer, dem- 
onstrating the opportunities available for 
Australia's elite players in Europe. 

Soccer's Harry Kewell was the high- 
est-ranked newcomer at 13th on $1.45m. 

In all, soccer and rugby league pro- 
vided six representatives each: 


South Melbourne coach Ange 
Postecoglou believes that North- 
ern Spirit will improve. _ 

"They're not a bad team at all, 
they've had a horrendous run with 
injuries, but they have some qual- 
ity players and they will improve 
in the second half of the season," 
he said. 

This season has seen mixed suc- 
cess for the Ericsson Cup new 
guys on the playing pitch and 
Graham Amold‘s men will be 
looking for a good holiday period 
run to get themselves into conten- 
tion for a Top 6 finish. 


Spirit coach Graham Amold said 
his depieted side had run itself rag- 


ged against Canberra in the Monday 


night fixture before making the trip 
to Bob Jane Stadium on Sunday. 

"I was rapt the way the guys got 
stuck in against Canberra and put 
their bodies on the line," Amold 
said. 

“What we have to do now is sus- 
tain that intensity. 

_Robbie Slater and Robert Enes are 
back in the squad after suspension 
and Arnold also has new guy Adem 
Poric available. 
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Olympic come-back 
against 9 man Glory 


By Ted Simmons 


A POTENTIAL Perth 
victory was turned on 
its head late in Sunday 
night’s NSL match at 
Belmore Sportsground 
when Bobby Des- 
potovski conceded a 
penalty and was sent 
off, leading to a revi- 
talised Sydney Olym- 
pic swamping the 
Glory 3-1. 

Perth went ahead just 
after the half hour but 
three late goals handed 
Olympic the three 
points against the 
league leader which 
also had Gareth Naven 
sent off in the closing 


es. 

Quiet defender Ante 
Juric was a villain and 
a hero for Olympic. 

Juric's poor clear- 
ance led to Perth's goal 
but he made up for his 
mistake two minutes 
from time when he 


gave Olympic a 2-1 
lead. 

"I'm glad I scored, it 
made up for my first 
half error," Juric said. 

Perth coach Bernd 
Stange said that his 
team had panicked in 
the closing stages after 
playing well for the 
first hour. 

“We are to blame 
because we played like 
kids. It is terrible de- 
fence to have conceded 
eight goals in the last 
three games," he said. 

Perth had controlled 
most of the match, al- 
lowing Olympic to do 


more of the attacking - 


but it lost Despotovski 
in the 78th minute and 
Naven 14 minutes later 


to second yellow card 
offences. 

The two dismissals 
opened gaps for a re- 
vived Olympic with 
Juric scoring just be- 
fore time and Elias 
Augerinos adding the 
third in injury time. 

Striker John Markov- 
ski celebrated his cen- 
tury of goals in the 
league when his first 
half strike gave Glory 
a 1-@ advantage at 
halftime. 

Markovski, who has 
played with a number 
of NSL clubs swooped 
onto a defensive blun- 
der by Juric to rifle the 
ball into the net from 
close range. 

The goal followed a 


Venue: Belmore Sportsground 
Man of the Match: Danny Milosevic PRTH 


~but it 


clearance attempt by 
Juric which bounced 
off Despotovski and to 
the unmarked Markoy- 
ski. 

“Perth had played a 
patient game allowing 
Olympic to push for- 
ward but conceded few 
chances within scoring 
range. _ 

Striker Jason Culina 
had the opportunities 
to put Olympic in front 
wasn't his 
scoring day. 

Olympic should have 
taken the lead in the 
20th minute when 


Brett Emerton was set 
free inside the penalty 
area and his rasping 
drive could only be 
parried back by keeper 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 3 (Cardozo, Juric 88, Augerinos 90) 
PERTH GLORY 1 (Markovski) 


Danny Milosevic. 

The ball fell to Pablo 
Cardozo with the 
keeper still on the 
ground but the shot 
flew wildly over the 
bar. 

Olympic continued to 
press forward and a 
full pronged attack 
again found Culina in 
front but his shot was 
blocked to substitute to 
Carlos Gonzalez. 

His close range effort 
was handled by Des- 
potovski resulting in 
the dismissal of the 
Perth attacker and con- 
version of the penalty 
by Cardozo. 

With the ~ scores 
locked Mark Brennan 
found space on the left 
to send a high cross to 
the running Juric who 
chested the ball down 
and calmly placed his 
shot into the back of 
the net. 


ERICSSON CUP SOCCER , 
. 


Sunday 20 December 
Melbourne Knights v Marconi Fairfield. 
Carlton v Sydney Olympic 
Wollongong Wolves v Newcastle Breakers 
Adelaide City v Adelaide Sharks 
Northern Spirit v Gippsland Falcons 
Brisbane Strikers v South Melbourne 
Sydney United v Canberra Cosmos 


Knights Stadium 
Optus Oval 

Brandon Park 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
North Sydney Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
Edensor Park 


BYE: Perth Glory 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA SCORES UPDATE SERVICE 


1900 123 035 


NOTE: all information believed correct at time of going to press. Please check with daily press, your club 
or Soccer Australia for changes to scheduled kick offs. 
ASF (02) 9380 6099, Adelaide City (08) 8336 9077, Adelaide Sharks (08) 8351 9866, Brisbane Strikers 
(07) 3252 5327, Carlton (03) 9389 6213, Canberra Cosmos (02) 6281 7981, Gippsland Falcons (03) 5134 
5529, Marconi Fairfield (02) 9823 2222, Meibourne Kuighis (03 y'y099 4188, Newcastle Breakers (02) 
4951 2722, Northern Spirit (02) 9460 2187, Perth Glory (08) 9383 9911, South Melbourne (03) 9645 9797, 
Sydney Olympic (02) 9558 5355, Sydney United (02) 9823 6418, Wollongong City (02) 4220 3988 
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Bush 


Bullet’s 


brilliance 


Born-again Gippsland 
Falcons beat Adelaide 
City 1-0 at Falcons 
Park on Staurday in 
their national soccer 
league match thrqugh a 
59th minute goal by 
Brian MacNicol who 
put the final touch to a 
piece of magic by 
striker Archie Thomp- 
son. 

The victory was a 
palliative for the 6-1 
thrashing the Falcons 
suffered at the hands of 
Wollongong the week 
before. 

The South Austra- 
lians never were really 
in the game, apart from 


a spell late in the sec- 
ond half. 

Young Olyroo 
Thompson, known as 
the Bullet of the Bush, 
beat three opponents in 
the penalty area to pass 
to Robbie Puca who 
passed back to the Fal- 
cons striker. 

Thompson showed 
his talent by again 
beating three oppo- 
nents before getting a 
cross to attacking mid- 
fielder MacNicol in 
front of goal, who put 
the ball neatly in the 
net. 

The goal marked is 
the second in six 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 14 (macNicoi 59) 
ADELAIDE CITY 0 


Venue: Falcons Park 


Man of the Match: Archie Thompson GIPS 


Undisciplined defend- 
ing cost Melbourne 
Knights dearly in their 
national soccer league 
clash with Newcastle 
Breakers at Austral 
Park on Friday night. 

Leading 2-0 after just 
half an hour, the 
Knights conceded two 
penalties to allow the 
Breakers to draw the 
match 2-2. 

Referee Matthew 
Breeze handed out 
eight yellow cards as 
well as one red card to 
Knights defender 
Dragi Nastevski in the 
last minute in a fiery 
match. 

The Knights took the 
lead in the eighth min- 
ute when a ball, played 
into the Breakers’ 
penalty area, was con- 
trolled by Karl Hrvoje 
who laid it off for Ivan 
Kelic to fire home low 
past Breakers goal- 


keeper Bobby Catlin. 
Three times Catlin 


NEWCASTEL BREAKERS 2 (Yoon 5, Pryce 81) 
MELBOURNE KNGIHTS 2 (Kelic 8, Krvotje 33) 
Venue: Breakers Stadium ’ 

Man of the Match: John Buonavogtia NEWC 


needed to go full 
Stretch to fingertip 
shots and crosses away 
from a 
Knights attack. 

The Knights doubled 
their lead in the.33rd 
minute when Kelic re- 
turned the compliment 
for his strike partner 
Hrvoje to beit the ball 
home from 10 metres. 

The game erupted 
right on halftime when’ 
the Breakers were 
awarded a penalty after 
striker Sang-Chul 
Yoon was felled in the 
Knights' penalty area. 

The Knights defend- 
ers protested vehe- 
mently, accusing Yoon 
of taking a dive and an 
all-in brawl ensued. 

Astonishiryly referee 
Breeze only flashed 
three yellow cards. 

When order was re- 
stored, Breakers skip- 


per - Shane Pryce 
stepped up to reduce 
the deficit from 


marauding | 


weeks for the Falcons, 
which only managed to 
score from the penalty 
spot last week. 

Adelaide City's tactic 
seemed to be to play a 
patient game of ball 
possession and swift 
counter-attacks. 

But it didn't work as 
the Falcons stood firm 
in the defence forming 
a virtually impenetra- 
ble barrier. 

Adelaide City coach 
Zoran Matic said after 
the game his team did- 
n't seem to want the 
points as much as their 
opponents. 

"Their (Falcons) ef- 
fort was excellent. We 
only had a_ limited 
number of opportuni- 
ties," Matic said. 

He also felt that his 
team had been hard- 


done by in an incident 
in the first half. 

"It was a clear pen- 
alty for us," Matic 
said. 

"There was a hand- 
ball, the  linesman 
raised his flag and then 
lowered it again." 

The Falcons coach 
Stuart Munro said the 
victory was deserved. 

"I told them (Falcons 
players) to go out there 
and get behind the ball 
and not do silly things 
but be winners and 
enjoy the game, which 
they did," Munro said. 

The effort was in 
complete contrast to 
the previous week 
when a pathetic Fal- 
cons were slaughtered 
by Wollongong City at 
Brandon Park. 


Fists and 
goals fly 


Bobby Catlin: in the thick of the action in a 
spiteful match at Austral Park 


the spot. 

The teams cancelled 
out each other in the 
second half as play 
swung from end to end 
but four minutes from 
the end, Knights de- 
fender Ice Kutlesovski 


es felled Breakers striker 


John Buonavoglia just 
inside the penalty area 
for the Breakers’ sec- 
ond spot kick. 

Once again, Pryce 
stroked home the pen- 
alty to bring the Break- 
ers level. 


wt ine 4 


Brian MacNicol: the midfielder finished off Archie Thompson’s great play 


Northern Spirit mid- 
fielder Paul Bilokapic 
celebrated his 100th 
game in the national soc- 
cer league in winning 
style against the Canberra 
Cosmos at Bruce Stadium 
last Monday. 

Bilokapic was on hand 
to slot away a 52nd min- 
ute penalty to give the 
Spirit a much-needed 
1-0 victory after the 
teams had battled through 
a scoreless first half. 

The loss also gave Can- 
berra an unwelcome rec- 
ord — the 13th joss on the 
run for Canberra and the 
longest blank streak in 
the 21-year history of the 
NSL. 

The goal came when 
“Paul Roberts, in his debut 
game, handled just inside 
the area and Bilokapic 
rammed his shot home 
from the penalty spot. 

The Cosmos best 
chance had come in the 
first half, but teenager 
Anthony Magnacca took 
too long about his shot 
and Spirit player-coach 
Graham. Amold  scram- 
bled the ball away. 

Because of injuries and 
the suspension of key 
players Robbie Slater and 
Robert Enes, Amold had 
been forced to promote 
youth players into his 
lineup, including 18-year- 


Billy the kid 
grabs winner in 
ton-up game 


Venue: Bruce Stadium 


old ‘rookie Adam 
Snyder in his initial ap- 
pearance. 

The depleted Northern 
Spirit held on for a 1-0 
win yet Spirit. coach 
Graham Arnold had 
words of encouragement. 
for his opponent after- 
wards. 

"I believe Canberra 
should be part of this 
competition and on this 
showing it will improve 
in the second half of the 
season and in next sea- 
son," he said. 

"The club has a lot of 
good young players, it is 
just short of a couple of 
older heads up front and 
in midfield." 

He said he was de- 
lighted with result. 

"There is a tall poppy 
syndrome which likes to 
see us slip up, and our 
fighting spirit is not what 
it should have been in 
recent games, but tonight 
everyone gave 100 per 
cent," he said. 

Cosmos captain Ivan 
Zelic said the Cosmos 
was up against it when 
first Norman Kelly and 


CANBERRA COSMOS 0 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Bilokpic pen 52) 


Man of the Match: Paul Bilokapic SPRT 


.a long scoring drought - 


then Peter Buljan were 
forced from the field in 
the first 25 minutes. 

Kelly was limping, and 
Buljan was suffering 
from heat stroke after 
spending too fong in the 
sun over the weekend. 

The Cosmos penetrated 
early - a long ball from 
Leo Langone picked out 
Buljan. 

The striker’s shot went 
in at an angle, goalkeeper 
Paul Henderson did not 
gather cleanly, but was 
allowed time to recover. 

At the other end, out of 
form striker Clayton Zane 
had two chances to break 


his first attempt was 
saved by Vilson 
Knezevic at the cost of a 
corner; his second, 
a glancing header from a 
cross by Kresimir Maru- 
sic was wide of the mark. 
The home side almost 
took the lead when 
youngster Anthony Mag- 
nacca found , himself 
through but took too long 
with his shot and Arnold 
hacked the ball clear. 
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Christmas 


By Alan Clark 


OTHER than for the 
opening salvos, South 
Melbourne were rarely 
stretched in their 2-0 win 
against Northern Spirit at 
Bob Jane Stadium on 
Sunday. 

Injuries had depleted 
the Sydney side to the 
extent that player-coach 
and striker _ Graham 
Amold started himself as 
sweeper rather than in off 
the bench into the for- 
ward line. 

“It's been quite difficult 
getting cohesion. 
(Robbie) Slater fell out 
yesterday with a strained 
hamstring," said Arnold. 

"Yan Crook's due back 
any time now, and then 
once he's back, I'll be 
back to the bench. 


“It's just too hard play- 
ing up front and coaching 
because you've got your 
back to the play most of 
the time and it’s hard to 
communicate from up 
front." 

Michael Curcija scored 
both goals - the first after 
31 minutes when Clark- 
son had floated in a free- 
kick from the left. 


Spirit goalkeeper Paul 
Henderson left his line to 
claim it, but was unable 
to reach it cleanly as de- 
fender Mark Rudan and 
South striker Vaughan 
Coveny rose for the 
header in front-of him. 

The ball feil to Curcija 
whose left foot shot on 
the turn crashed high into 
the net. 

The free-kick had been 
given away by Robert 
Enes just seconds after 
Enes had himself been 
cut down by George 


failed to deal with con- 
vincingly. 

It seemed only a matter 
of time before the pres- 
sure would tell. 

But somehow South 
Melbourne dug them- 
selves out of this poor 
start and gradually 
worked. themselves into 
the contest. 

Rudan had headed over 
in this early period, and 
then Luke Casserley shot 
wide after a Kresimir 
Marusic back heel set 
him in space. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE (Curcija 31, 54) 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 0 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium 
Man of the Match: Paul Trimboli SMEL 


South Melbourme's first 
attack of note happened 
in the 16th minute. 

Industrious midfielder 
David Clarkson had a 20 
metre shot gathered by 
Henderson at the second 
attempt with the avari- 
cious Curcija menacingly 
bearing down. 

Just before the half 
came the best uncon- 
yerted chance either side 
would have all day. 

In a nine-pass move- 
ment begun deep in their 
own half when Enes in- 


Goutzioulis. 

Goutzioulis for his 
tackle, and then Enes for 
his, both found them- 
selves booked for their 
indiscretions. 

It had all started so 
brightly for Spirit. 

Within ten minutes of 
the game starting Spirit 
had several corners 
which the South defence 


Marusic later set up 
Clayton Zane whose shot 
also went wide. 

The play was end-to- 
end, possibly as the con- 
ditions encouraged it - 
rain early that morning in 
a typical Melbourne four- 
seasons day had meant 
defences were to find 
their footing perilous and 
turning fraught. 


tercepted, the ball found 
its way to Paul Bilokapic 
on the left just inside the 
half. 

Bilokapic sent a short 
pass to Enes, now in a 
forward position. 

Enes had sensed that 
South's defence was 
square and that Poric 
could be clean through if 
the right ball was played. 


The pass was perfect 
and Marusic had only 
Michael Petkovic to beat 
when he let fly his shot. 

Petkovic's positioning 
was precise, and he man- 
aged to make himself too 
large for Marusic's shot 
which cannoned off his 
legs to safety. 

Although the game was 
well-poised by the end of 
the half, within nine min- 
utes of the re-start Cur- 
cija had converted the 
penalty that effectively 
ended the contest. 

With a Clarkson-Paul 
Trimboli midfield combi- 
nation, the bali -was 
worked to Curcija at the 
edge of the penalty area. 

As the Olyroo striker 
was winding up for his 
shot, Rudan stepped in 
front tripping him and 


there could be little de- 
bate that the penalty 
award was just. 

The second goal was 
‘the signal for Arnold to 
push himself to the front 
in an attempt to get some 
reward, but despite his 
experience, there was 
little that could be done 
to alter the outcome. 

Casserley, then Zane, 


bells ring at 
Bob Jane 


2 


had the last opportunities 
of significance for Spirit 
but there was to be no joy 
for them on this visit to 
Melbourne. 

The match was Olyroo 
Tansel Baser's last in 
Melbourne, and maybe in 
the Ericsson Cup as his 
transfer to. Turkish side 
Trabzsonspor will be 
completed before next 
week. 

He leaves at the begin- 
ning of January - the lat- 
est in a line of Australian 
talent overseas. 

The departure of Baser 
will cause a _ re- 
arrangement in South's 
defence. 

Baser has recently been. 
playing as sweeper and 
this week Baser was 
moved to left-back - a 
position Fausto De Ami- 


cis has usually held. 

De Amicis took over as 
sweeper this week. 

"We did that last week 
against Adelaide, we 
played Fausto as 
sweeper. It's been some- 
thing I've had at the back 
of my mind to do for a 
while, and we were just 
waiting for the right 
game to do it. I thought 


9 


he worked well last week 
and decided to continue 
with it, and with Tansel 
going we've obviously 
got some decisions to 
make about who slots in 
there and who goes to 
sweeper. I haven't made 
up my mind, I'm happy 
with Fausto there at the 


moment," said South 
coach Ange Postecoglou 
after the game. 


It is this movement of 
players from the national 
league that Spirit coach, 
and overseas pioneer 
Graham - Arnold puts 
down to a decline in the 
standard of the competi- 
tion. 

“(The standard of the 
league is) less than when 
I left, but that's normal 
when you consider the 
player-drain, the amount 


of players that have gone 
overseas. The young 
players are good, it's just 
that there's a lot of clubs 
that don't have the pa- 
tience with them. I've got 
the patience with, mine, 
and I think you've got to 
have patience with kids 
because they're always 
going to make mistakes.” 


By Sam Lienert 


ADELAIDE Sharks 
midfielder Alex Duric 
scored. the first two 
goals midway through 
the second half to open 
the floodgates as the 
home side crushed 
Wollongong 5-0 at 
| Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Sunday. 

The big win kept the 
seventh-placed Sharks 
well in touch wit! the 
| leaders but at halftime 
nobody could have 


predicted such a one- 
sided result. 

Both sides wasted a 
large number of scor- 
ing chances in the first 
half as Wollongong 
dominated the mid- 
field. 

Wollongong's pacey 


Fijian striker sala 
Masi missed a series of 
easy shots. 


Fellow striker Sasho 
Petrovski, who showed 
great accuracy to score 
three goals in last 
week's 6-1 drubbing of 


Wolves 
slaughtered 
at Shark Park 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 5 (buric 60, 65, 


Alagich 70, Poimer, Gibson) 


WOLLONGONG CXITY 0 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 
Man of the Match: John Gibson ADSH 


Gippsland, was also 
unable to steer home a 
number of first-half 
chances. 

Adelaide came out 
with much more inten- 
sity. in the second half, 
clearly desperate to 
gain the three points 
against the lowly 


Wolves. 

The also 
wasted chances, strik- 
ers Derek Poimer and 
Hamilton Thorp strug- 
gling to work well to- 
gether and clearly fail- 
ing to communicate on 
a number of corner 


Sharks 


kicks. 

But then Duric fi- 
nally broke the goal- 
drought, scoring in the 
60th and 65th minutes 
to put his side 2-0 in 
the lead to spark a goal 
onslaught. 

Wolves coach Nick 
Theodorakopolous lost 
patience with Masi and 
dragged him to the 
bench after Duric's 
second goal, replacing 
him with Michael 
Brooks. 


. Man of the match John Gibson 


But the move had no 
impact on the Sharks’ 
momentum, midfielder 
Richie Alagich cap- 
ping a_ hard-working 
match with his side's 
third goal in 10 min- 
utes, a simple right- 
footer from close 
range after a nicely 


placed Poimer cross. 

Adelaide continued 
to press hard with its 
confidence up and, 
with the Wolves de- 
fence in tatters, Poimer 
and John _ Gibson 
sealed the comprehen- 
sive victory. 
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ASICS BIG MATCH UPDATE: ERICSSON CUP ROUND 11 


Bresciano 


MARCONI FAIRFIELD 0 
CARLTON 2 (Tricarco 53, Bresciano 90) 


Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Man of the Match: Francis Awaritefe MARC 


late goal 
seals Blues 
Christmas 


By Anthony Raineri 
Olyroo midfielder 
Marco Bresciano 


proved Marconi's 
nemesis for the 
second time this year 
as Carlton ended the 
Sydney club's unbeaten 
home national soccer 
league record this sea- 
son with a 2-0 win on 
Saturday night. 

Carlton-led 1-0 but 
an equaliser appeared 
likely until Bresciano 
scored the match sealer 
five minutes into injury 
time at Marconi Sta- 
dium. ; 

It was Bresciano who 
scored an injury time 
winner against Mar- 
coni in the NSL final 


in May. 
Bresciano's goal was 
‘scored after dispos- 


sessing Marconi de- 
fender Danny Invinci- 
ble close to the goal 
line. 

Off-season recruit 
Joe Tricarico tapped in 
the first goal from 
close range eight min- 
utes after halftime after 
teceiving a header 
from captain Andrew 
Marth which followed 
a pass by Brazilian 
striker Alex Moreira. 

A scoreless first half 
belied the action as 
both teams showed off 
their attacking prow- 
ess. 

Chad Gibson, Mar- 
coni's lively right back, 


had the best chance 10 
minutes before the 
break when his shot 
from outside the pen- 
alty area thumped 
against the crossbar. 

Teammate Kris Tra- 
janovski pounced on 
the rebound and lifted 
the ball to Francis 
Awaritefe whose div- 
ing header hit the side 
netting. 

Gibson and 
Awaritefe had also 
combined in the 16th 
minute but veteran 
striker Awaritefe shot 
wide. 

Carlton also gave its 
fans plenty to cheer 
about. 

In the 27th minute, 
Moreira forced rookie 


Marconi keeper David 
Aceski into a diving 
save from a volley. 

Former Melbourne 
Knights grand final 
winner Lupo Lapsan- 
sky skimmed the Mar- 
coni crossbar with a 
blistering shot shortly 
afterwards. 

Marconi coach Frank 
Farina was satisfied 
despite the loss. 

"We created a lot of 
chances and hit the 
woodwork a _ few 
times,” he said. 

"But if we play 
like that week in week 
out we will win a lot 
more games," he said. 

"Carlton's goal- 
keeper (Adrian Cagalj) 
was outstanding and 


\- 


Just brillinat: Marconi striker Francis Awaritefe 


we were caught out 
with their second goal 


IN THE SPOTLIGHT 


MARCONI 


DAVID ACESKI: Wasn’t at fault in either goal and often was 
the hero with excellent saves, in particular his early second half 
block of Tricarico’s shot. 8/10 


CHAD GIBSON: Fought and jostled all the way. A real 
defender’s game and on this display Gibson could become a 
regular Stallion very shortly. With just 16 minutes gone sent 
Awaritefe away with a brilliant ball. 8/10 


MARK BABIC: Lacked the sparkle of old. Worked hard 
enough at the centre of defence but rarely proved domi- 
nant. 7/10 


DOMINIC LONGO: Partnered Babic in the centre of the 
four man defence which, on this occasion, lacked a 
sweeper's touch — none more so than when Longo was 
beaten in the air by Marth for the first Carlton goal. 7/10 


BUDDY FARAH: The young full back belied his inexpe- 
rience to almost totally subdue Brazilian striker Moriera. 
Worked hard throughout. 6/10 


CHRISTIAN CARE: Another Marconi player who should 
have scored but didn’t. Worked very hard between the 
defence and midfield but little of his industry paid divi- 
dends. Distribution at times sloppy. 6/10 


VLADO ZORIC: Rarely sighted as an attacking force, 
Golden opportunity went begging when he took a fresh air 
swipe at an Awaritefe cut-back. 5/10 


DARREN McDONALD: Worked like a trojan in the mid- 
field but too often his final distribution let him down. Al: 
guilty of being caught in possession but worked very Hard. 
710 


BRAD MALONEY: Not the skipper’s best ever game at 
Bossley Park on a night when the midfield just didn't 
click. Always pushing forward to support the front runners 
but on this night his final touch just wasn’t there. 6/10 


KRIS TRAJANOVSKI: Very quiet in the first half and in 


the second had a glorious opportunity when sent clear 
by Awaritefe. But as was the story of this game he took 
the wrong option. Substituted late on. 6/10 


FRANCIS AWARITEFE: B-r-i-I-I-i-a-n-t. Had the rest 
of his side taken the gifts he was serving up on a platter 
then Marconi would have scored six. But all too often 
he was the lone soldier as his support was rarely in evi- 
dence and when it was, was too slow — or late. His close 
ball control and work rate were of the highest order. 


Must rate as one of his best ever games in a Marconi 
shirt. 9/10 


Substitute Danny Invincible had a late chance, again set 
up by Awaritefe, but his hesitation cost him what should 
have been the equaliser. At fault when caught in posses- 
sion for Bresciano’s excellent goal. Joe Bruni had little 
time to impact. 


TOTAL: 75 


CARLTON 

ADRIAN CAGALJ: On this performance he will keep 
Dean Anastasiadis out of the first team for a while. Bril- 
liant, stopping everything that came his way with the 
composure of an international. Set his mark early with a 
great double save from Gibson and Awaritefe. 8/10 


CON ANTHOPOULOS: Worked hard and saved a cer- 


tain goal when he cleared a weak Maloney effort of the 
line. 7/10 


DAVID CERVINSKI: Was better in the second half 
when he got forward to support his attack. In the first 
half he closely man-marked Awaritefe who tore him to 
shreds. 6/10 


MARCUS STERGIOPOULOS: Had a quiet first half 
and shared the marking duties on Awaritefe in the sec- 
ond half. Looked uncomfortable in the back line. 6/10 


right on the death. 


"We've got the Mel- will have a couple of 
bourne Knights next players back from in- 
week but thankfully we jury." 


WITH Bruce Campbell 


MARCO BRESCIANO: Maybe not his best game but 
scored a great goal when he forced Invincible into an’ 
error before dispossessing him then cutting in on a solo 
run which saw him beat Aceski with a curling shot. 7/10 


SEAN DOUGLAS: Played a great sweeper’s role mop- 
ping up his share of Marconi attacks. Combined well 
with Marth who played in front of him. 7/10 


ROBBIE MARKOVAC: Involved in early action when’ 
he broke down the right flank. He should have had a 
bigger impact on this game but was well held by the in- 
experienced Farah. Replaced at half time. 6/10 


ANDREW MARTH: Hustled, bustled and did the hard 
work which set up his side’s win. Played a real captain’s 
part and was not afraid to put his body in the firing line. 
Won countless balls and set up the first goal with a great 
header. 8/10 


LUBO LAPSANSKY: Had a quiet game by his own 
high standards but worked hard enough in the midfield 
power-house which really won the game for Carlton. 
6/10 


JOE TRICARICO: After early bursts of speed he lost 
his way a bit and faded but was perfectly positioned to 
get on the end of his skipper’s header and score the first 
goal. Replaced in the second half. 6/10 


ALEX MORIERA: Had an overhead in the first half but 
that was about it. Largely anonymous although in fair- 
ness he suffered a bit from lack of direct service on his 
flank. 6/10 


Substitutes David della Rocca, and Alex Josifovski did 
little to get excited about although the lively Andy Vla- 
hos certainly added a lot to the right flank when he re- 
placed Markovac at half time. 


TOTAL: 73 
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SCOREBOARD 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


AUS 


ERICSSON CUP 


ROUND 9 
Monday 7 December 


Canberra Cosmos 0 Adelaide City 1 


Venue: Bruce Stadium 
Referee: D Dwight 
Attendance: 1,770 


Cosmos: Knezevic, T Popovich, Wilson, I Ze- 
lic, Marcina, Magnacca, Buljan, Langone 
(Clarke 83), Miglietti, Prenzoski, Musitano 


(Burt 88) 


Yellow Cards: Zelic, Miglietti 

Adelaide: Petkovic, Ivanovic, Tobin, Talladira, 
Mori, Veart (Yates 79), Mennillo, Costanzo, 
Hassell, Terminetlo, Kim (Armour 68) 


Scorer: Veart 78 


Yellow Cards: Talladira, Mennillo, Kim 


ROUND 10 
Monday 14 December 


Canberra Cosmos 0 Northern Spirit 1 


Venue: Bruce Stadium 
Referee: G Laverton 
Attendance: 1,704 


Cosmos: Knezevic; T Popovich, Wilson, I Ze- 
lic, Marcina, Magnacca, Buljan (Musitano 26), 
Langone, Miglietti, Prenzoski (Burt 64), Kelly 


(Roberts 20) 


Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Marusic, Arnold, 
Moss, Watkins (Snyder 82), Bilokapic, Zane, 
Cunico, Langdon (Wearne 85) 

Scorer: Bilokapic 52 pen 

Yellow Cards: Moss, Bilokapic, Zane 


ROUND 11 
Friday 18 December 


Newcastle Breakers 2 Melbourne Knights 2 


Venue: Austral Park 
Referee: M Breeze 
Attendance: 3,312 


~ 


ERICSSON CUP 1998/99 


Newcastle: 
Scorers: Pryce pen 43, pen 81 

Yellow Cards: Pryce, Yoon, Sprod 

Knights: 

Scorers: Kelic 7, H Karl 32 

Yellow Cards: Jolic, Nastevski, Joe Didulica, 
Kovacevic, Vukadin, Kutlesovski 

Red Card: Nastevski 


Sunday 20 December 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Adelaide City 0 
Venue: Falcons Park 

Referee: L Prospero 

Attendance: 1,582 

Falcons: 

Scorer: MacNicol 56 


Saturday 19 December 
Marconi Fairfield 0 Carlton 2 
Venue: Marconi Stadium 
Referee: G Connolly 
Attendance: 4,235 


Canosa, Jevjedevic, Thompson 
Adelaide: 
Yellow Card: Mennillo 


South Melbourne 2 Northern Spirit 0 


Marconi: Venue: Bob Jane Stadium 
Yellow Card: McDonald Referee: E Lennie 
Carlton: Attendance: 6,206 


Scorers: Tricarico 57, Bresciano 89 
Yellow Card: Tricarico 


South: 
Scorers: Curcija 31, pen 54 


fenctann 


FA CUP REPLAYS 

Tuesday 15 December 

Brentford 2 Oldham 2 

Bristol Rovers 5 Exeter 0 

Man City 1 Darlington 0 
Plymouth 3 Wycombe 2 
Rotherham 4 Rochdale 0 
Rushden & D'monds4 Doncaster 2 
Wigan 0 Notts County 0 
Notts County won 4-2 on penalties 

Carling Premiership 

Tuesday 15 December 

Man Utd I Chelsea 1 
Saturday 19 December 

Chelsea 2 Tottenham Hotspur 0 
Coventry City I Derby County 1 
Liverpool 2 Sheffield Wednesday 0 
Manchester United 2 Middlesbrough 3 
Newcastle United 1 Leicester City 0 
Nottingham Forest 2 Blackburn Rovers 2 
Southampton 3 Wimbiedon 1 
West Ham United 2 Everton 1 

Sunday 20 December 

Arsenal 3 Leeds United 1 
Playing on Monday: 

Chariton Athletic v Aston Villa 

Division I 

Saturday 19 December 

Barnsley 1 Swindon 3 
Birmingham 0 Sunderland 0 
Bolton 3 Portsmouth 1 
Bradford 2 Wolverhampton 1 
Crewe I Huddersfield 2 
Crystal Palace 1 Queens Park Rangers 1 
Grimsby 2 Watford 1 
Norwich 2 Bristol City 1 
Port Vale 1 Bury 0 

Stockport 2 Oxford 0 

West Bromwich 0 Tranmere 2 
Division 2 

Friday 18 December 

Bristol Rovers 0 Macclesfield 0 
Colchester 2 Blackpool 2 


away 
PWDL A WDLFEFA 
1 Perth Glory 414 10 115 31 2 MA S23 
2 South Melbourne 1ST OAR eres 7h NPA 
3 Marconi Fairfield 104 0 1 136 DOr Wa-“7 +20 
4 Carlton 115 0 1 173 ‘tie 2) 2S. 20 
5 Adelaide Sharks 103 2 0 144 20! tems! 0c 
6 Adelaide City 103 2 1 105 02 Seo NIL 
7 Sydney United 104 1 1 104 Ta bisaome OniG 
8 Sydney Olympic 104 1 0 103 10 4 6 1316 
9 Northern Spirit 102 114 2043 8 13 
40 Wollongong City 102 2 0 12 105 4 1617 
11 Gippsland Falcons 10:20 ec. 2 diggs Si Anel 2 ail 
12 Brisbane Strikers 9231 9 Di tie2eswo 10 
413 Melbourne Knights 101 0 4 4 202 aCe 
14 Newcastle Breakers 1021 2:8 Ciel) caer ac 
15 Canberra Cosmos 100 0 6 3 004 3 110 


Yellow Cards: Perinovic, Bell, Di Iorio, 


RAM SPORTS 


Yellow Card: Goutzioulis 
Spirit: 
Yellow Cards: Enes, Zane, Rudan 


Adelaide Sharks 5 Wollongong Wolves o 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 

Referee: J Blaney 

Attendance: 2,823 

Sharks: 

Scorers: Duric 61, 66, Alagich 72, Poimer 
88, Gibson 89 

Yellow Card: Thorp 

Wolves: 

Yellow Cards: Sinozic, Petrovski, Souris 
Red Card: Souris 


Sydney Olympic 3 Perth Glory 1 
Venue: Belmore Sportsground 
Referee: M Shield 
Attendance: 6,898 

Olympic: 

Scorers: Cardozo pen 77, Juric 89, Auger- 
inos 87 

Yellow Cards: Durakovic, Brennan, Culina 
Perth: 

Scorer: Markovski 33 

Yellow Cards: G Naven, Despotovski, Kalo- 
geracos 


Red Cards: Despotovski, G Naven 


DUE TO A TECHNICAL FAULT 
ROUND 11 LINE-UPS WILL BE 
PRINTED NEXT ISSUE 


Saturday 19 December Southampton Ei ee ee 0 ee Northampton 225 9 8 212324 

Burnley 0 Northampton 2 Nottingham Forest 182 6 10173212 Bumley 226 S 11223623 

Chesterfield 1 Wigan 1 Notts County 215 6 10233221 

Gillingham 4 Notts County 0 Division one Macclesfield 224 9 9 192821 

Luton 1 Miltwalt 2 Pew D) Ek AS Pts Wycombe 224 7 11202719 

Preston 0 Futham 1 Sunderland 2415 81 5315 53 Oldham 224 6 12203518 

Reading 1 Oldham 1 Ipswich 23126 5 3114 42 Lincoin 223 4 15214213 

Walsall 1 Stoke 0 Bradford 23124 7 422740 

Wrexham 0 Bournemouth 1 Watford 24117 6 4235 40 Division three 

Wycombe 4 Lincoln City 1 Norwich 23117 5 393040 PWODLF A Pts 

York 2 Manchester City 1 Bolton 23109 4 4432 39 Cardiff 22134 5 291843 
Birmingham 24116 7 372439 Brentford 20130 7 362639 

Division 3 Huddersfield 24115 8 35 4038 Mansfield 22114 7 342737 

Friday 18 December Grimsby 24115 8 302738 Halifax 22107 5 312037 

Brentford 1 Cambridge 0 West Bromwich 24104 10 43 4034 Peterborough 22113 8 392836 

Rotherham 2 Chester 4 Sheffield United 239 7 7 363834 Cambridge 21113 7 332536 

Shrewsbury | Torquay 2 Wolverhampton. 249 7 8 342634 Leyton Orient 229 7 6 282634 

Saturday 19 December Bamsley 247 9 8 353330 Rotherham 229 6 7 403233 

Bamet 3 Leyton Orient 2 Crystal Palace 238 6 9 333930 Scunthorpe 22103 9 363833 

Cardiff 4 Mansfield 2 Stockport 246 117 303129 Darlington 209 4 7 302431 

Dartington 3 Scunthorpe 1 Bury 247 7 10 202828 Brighton 22101 11293131 

Halifax | Exeter 1 Swindon 247 6 11344027 Swansea 218 7 6 262131 

Hartlepool 2 Southend 4 Tranmere 245 127 313527 Plymouth 219 3 9 252030 

Hull 0 Swansea 2 Queens Park Rangers 247 5 12 263426 Rochdale 217 7 7 «#212328 

Peterborough 3 Scarborough 1 Port Vale 247 4 13 274525 Chester 216 9 6 283027 

Plymouth 2 Carlisle 0 Portsmouth 246 6 12323924 Southend 227 6 9 283227 

Rochdale 2 Brighton I Oxford 246 5 13264523 Barnet 228 3 11273927 
Bristol City 244 8 12 345220 Exeter 217 5 9 212426 

TABLES (all as at Saturday 19 December) Crewe 243 6 15 244915 Hartlepool 227 4 41323725 

Premier league Torquay 225 9 8 243024 

P WOLF A Pts Division two Shrewsbury 226 6 10172624 

Chelsea 188 9 1 2917 33 P WODL F A Pts Carlisle 206 5 9 182223 

Aston Villa 17.9 6 3 2717 33 Fulham 21143 4 331645 Scarborough 226 3 13 233421 

Manchester United 188 7 2 362331 Walsall 22143 § 3324 45 Hull 224 3 15 184015 

Middlesbrough 187 9 2 302130 Stoke 22142 6 30 16 44 

Leeds United 177 8 2 28 1429 Preston 21107 4 372237 

West Ham United TRIS Steopeezeco 4, Gillingham 229 103 331837 

Arsenal L7iGS sere tO 2 Bournemouth 20:9" 6) 5 3221133 

Wimbledon TSh7eeSieGeeese20126 Chesterfield 219 6 6 221533 

Liverpool 187 4 7 292225 Millwall 22.8 8 6 22 2332 | French first division 

Newcastle United 186 6 6 222124 Reading PACTS tM (i P45) PLE Tuesday 15 December 

Leicester City 186 6 6 212024 Wigan 228 6 8 282230 Metz 4 Bastia 0 

Derby County 185 9 4 181724 Luton 208 6 6 272330 Saturday 19 December 

Tottenham Hotspur 186 5 7 232823 | | Manchester City 227 9 6 252130 Marseille 2 Le Havre 0 

Sheffield Wednesday 186 4 8 201922 Blackpool Dr Reet 2 12 120 Bordeaux 6 Metz 0 

Everton 19)5 071.6 912.1722, York 227 6 9 283727 Monaco 0 Olympique Lyon 0 

Charlton Athletic Tee de (e222 ial; Colchester 216 8 7 212526 

Coventry City 184 4 10 152616 Bristol Rovers 225 107 242525 PAW DUD UF A Pts 

Blackburn Rovers 183 5 10172614 Wrexham 226) 7 9242905 Marseille 20145 1 3713 47 


RAW SPORTS 


The ONLY Australian owned brand with FIFA Approved balls 


Bordeaux 20142 4 43 17 44 
Lyon 208 8 4 26 19 32 
Rennes 209 5 6 25 24 32 
Nantes 208 7 5 272231 
Bastia 209 2 9 262429 
Monaco 19:85 47 2719128 
Lens 208 4 8 28 25 28 
Montpellier 208 3 9 373427 
Auxerre 207 6 7 2425 27 
PSG 20/6) 7) Fe Sei7 225) 
Strasbourg 205 9 6 172124 
Metz 205 7 8 182822 
AS Nancy 205 6 9 182621 
Lorient 204 7 9 172719 
Le Havre 204 6 10 14 2618 
Sochaux 193 7 9 1634 16 
Toulouse 202 9 9 1431 15 
GERMAN 
German first division 
Friday 18 December 
SC Freiburg 1 Vil Bochum 1 
Borussia Dortmund 3 ViB Stuttgart 0 
Saturday 19 December 
Bayern Munich 3 VfL Wolfsburg 0 
Hansa Rostock 1 Bayer Leverkusen 1 
Hamburg SV 2 Nuremberg 0 
Schalke 04 1 Moenchengladbach 0 
Kaiserslautern 1 TSV 1860 Munich 1 
Eintracht Frankfurt 0 MSV Duisburg 0 
P WOL F A Pts 
Bayem Munich 18142 2 431344 
Bayer Leverkusen 18106 2 401836 
Kaiserslautem 1810 4 4 29 2834 
TSV 1860 Munich 189 5 4 322432 
Borussia Dortmund 188 5 5 281829 
Hertha Berlin 179 2 6 251729 
Vil Wolfsburg, 187 6 $ 342827 
Hamburg SV 186 6 6 232324 
SC Freiburg 185 7 6 212322 
V1B Stuttgart 185 6 7 232521 
Schalke 04 185 6 7 202921 
Werder Bremen 175 5 7 252420 
| MSV Duisburg 184 7 7 2029-19 
Vfl Bochum 185 4 9 223319 
Eintracht Frankfur 184 $ 9 212917 
Hansa Rostock 183 7 8 263416 
Nuremberg 182 9 7 203315 
Bor. Moenchengladbach 182 4 12 204410 


ISRAEL 


Israeli National League 


Saturday 19 December 
Hapoel Tel Aviv 1 Bnei Yehuda | 
Zafririm Holon 3 Hapoel Jerusalem 1 
Maccabi Herzliya 0 Maccabi Haifa 1 
Hapoel Petah Tikva Maccabi Petah Tikva 1 
Hapoel Haifa 6 Hapoel Kfar Sava 0 
Betar Jerusalem 1 Maccabi Tel Aviv 0 
Maccabi Jaffa 1 Ironi Rishon Lezion 4 
PWD L F A; Pts 
Hapoel Haifa 13 P20 263) 35 
Maccabi Haifa 139 2 2 31 1029 
Betar Jerusalem 138 1 4 361625 
Hapoel Petah Tikva 138 1 4 281725 
Maccabi Tel Aviv 136 3 4 241821 
Hapoet Tel Aviv 136 3 4 211621 
Maccabi Petah Tikya Taps Sis 2et5120 
Zafririm Holon 135 3 5 181118 
Ironi Ashdod 134 5 4 202017 
Hapoet Jerusalem 13iSiee2 RON 2125117 
Hapoel Kfar Sava 135 2 6 182817 
Troni Rishon Lezion 134 4 5 232916 
Bnei Yehuda 133 3 7 172612 
Maccabi Herzliya 133° 1-9 13:23:10. 
Hapoel Beit She'an 131 2 107 405 
Maccabi Jaffa 131 1 118 364 
NORTHERN I AN 


Premier Division 
Friday 18 December 


Portadown 1 Linfield 1 
Saturday 19 December 

Ballymena United 0 Glenayon 1 
Cliftonville 0 Coleraine 0 
Crusaders 2 Omagh Town 0 


SCOREBOARD 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


Glentoran $ Newry | 
P WOLF A Pts 

Glentoran 20133 4 432442 
Linfield 2011 7 2 331640 
Crusaders 2011 4 5 291737 | 
Newry 209 6 5 322933 
Ballymena 208 5 7 201829 
Glenavon 207 5 8 232026 
Cliftonviile 204 8 8 202820 
Coleraine 204 6 10193318 
Portadown 204 5 11192617 

PORTUGAL 
Omagh Town 203 3 14134012 
First Division 
Friday 18 December 
Boavista 3 Farense 0 
Saturday 19 December 
Campomaiorense 1 Vitoria Guimaraes 0 


Porto 3 S$ porting Lishon 2 
PWODLF A Pts 
Porta 16122 2 371538 
Boavista 16105 1 271135 
Sporting Lisbon 169 5 2 311432 
Benfica 159 3 3 321130 
Estrela Amadora 158 4 3 191528 
Uniao Leiria 1537 3 5S 151124 
Salgueiros 1S)5 73" 191922 
Rio Ave 155 4 6 121819 
Vitoria Setubal 155 3 7 142218 
Vitoria Guimaraes 164 5 7 201717 
Braga 1$-4°5 6 212917 
Farense 1G: 290" Testi 
Campomaiorense 164 3 9 162715 
Beira Mar 152 8 5 101614 
Alverca 152 8 5 111814 
Chaves 1$3 3 9 152912 
Maritimo 162 6 7 131812 
Academica 152 4 9 162810 


SCOTLAND 


Premier Division 
Saturday 19 December 


Celtic 5 Dunfermline Athletic 0 
Dundee | Aberdeen 2 
Hearts 2 Rangers 3 
Motherwell 1 St Johnstone 2 
Division one 
Saturday 19 December 
Ayr 5 Hamilton 0 
Hibermian 3 Clydebank 0 
Raith | Greenock Morton 3 
St Mirren 0 Falkirk 3 
Stranraer 1 Airdriconians 2 
Division two 
Saturday 19 December 
Alloa 3 Forfar 1 
Arbroath 2 East Fife 1 
Clyde 2 Queen of the South 1 
Livingston 0 Stirling 0 
Partick 2 Inverness Thistle | 
Division three 
Saturday 19 December 
Berwick 1 Albion 1 
Brechin 1 Queen's Park 0 
Cowdenbeath 3 East Stirling 2 
Dumbarton | Stenhousemuir 4 
Ross County 3 Montrose 0 
PREMIERLEAGUE P WDL F A Pts 
Rangers 18114 3 34 1637 
Kilmarnock 138 7 3 25113! 
Celtic 198 6 5 392030 
St Johnst 197 8 4 232529 
Hearts #96 5 8 212623 
Motherwell 195 7 7 172622 
Dundee 185 5 8 172520 
Aberdeen 195 5 9 192920 
Dundee Utd 184 7 7 182019 
Dunferm Ath 192 107 153016 
SCOTTISH DIVISION ONE 

PWODL F A Pts 
Hibernian 20135 2 412244 
Falkirk 20115 4 331838 
Ayr 20113 6 412536 


Airdrie 20113 6 272136 
St Mirren 208 4 8-17 25 28 
Clydebank 206 7 7° 192425 
Hamilton 205 7 8 253222 
Greenock 205 4 11 202519 
Raith 204 7 9 192819 
Stranraer 203 1 16 184010 
SCOTTISH DIVISION TWO 

PWe DAL aEaeAt Pts 
Livingston 19135 1 361944 
Inverness 19115 3 392838 
Clyde 199 6 4 281933 
Stirling 199 2 8 293129 
Alloa 198 3 8 422927 
Partick 198 2 9 202226 
Arbroath 197 4 8 192425 
East Fife 195 4 10233719 
Queen o'Sth 193 5 11182714 
Forfar 192 4 13 193710 
SCOTTISH DIVISION THREE 

Rew eDL eaAn Pts 
Ross County 19141 4 492043 
Brechin 1911 6 2 24 1339 
Stenhouse 19103 6 301933 
Dumbarton 198 4 7 252128 
Berwick TSS? <9 592 3)23124 
Albion 197 3 9 233624 
Queen's Pk 195 6 8 232421 
Cowdenbeath 195 3 11°203518 
E Stirling 193 B 8 222517 
Montrose 193 5 11184114 
League of Wales 
Saturday 19 December 
Barry Town 5 Aberystwyth 1 
Caernarfon Town 2 TNS Llansantffraid 1 
Caersws 0 Rhayader Town 0 


Connah's Quay v Newtown postponed 


Cwmbran 4 Holywell Town 0 
Haverfordwest 1 Carmarthen Town 2 
Rhyl I ICT Cardiff 2 
Played on Friday: 
Conwy 3 Bangor City 1 

ROW Dal iF 7A Pts 
Barry Town 14111 2 451034 
Cwmbran 159° 33) 381730 
Aberystwyth 147 5 2 241526 
ICT Cardiff 136 4 5 241522 
Caernarfen Town 155 7 3 202422 
Newtown 145 5 4 211820. 
TNS Llansantffraid 144 7 3 261819 
Conwy 155 4 6 242619 
Haverfordwest 145 3 6 262418 
Bangor City 1S S35) Viel S24 18 
Carmarthon Town 145 2 7 212317 
Connah's Quay 124 4 4 151816 
Caersws 144 4 6 212716 
Rhyl 154 1 10224113 
Holywell Tees TF re Tessie) 
Afan Lido 135303) TeSae2t 12 
Rhayader Town bee gi Ls Ey) sul is 

NETHERLANDS 

KPN TELECOMPETITIE 
Saturday 19 December 
FC Twente 0 Vitesse 0 
PSV I Willem II 0 
De Graafschap | AZI 
Heerenveen 1 MVV 1 

POW 'D Lm 7A Pts 
Feyenoord 17133 1 41 1442 
Vitesse 19114 4 3623 37 
Ajax 189 6 3 3515 33 
Heerenveen 189 6 3 2819 33 
PSV 198 7 4 45 3431 
Roda 189 4 5 302231 
FC Twente 198 6 5 ‘29 24 30 
AZ 196 103 28 26 28 
NEC 187 6 5 282427 
Willem I 197 4 8 3135 25 
FC Utrecht 186 4 8 313422 
Cambuur Leeuwarden 195 6 8 22 34 21 
MVV 195 5 9 23 3220 
De Graafschap jEY ey ey ee jheee si) 1s 


FAAS AAR ABR SRO NNN NNNNNNN NNUNNNNNNNNNNYWWWWWWWWWURRARTUMADAAOWIO 


Sparta ; 18.4 


Sill 2 3S tS 
Fortuna 183 S$ 101935 14 | 
NAC 173 4 1021 3013 
RKC 181 4 1319407 


ERICSSON CUP 


Leading Scorers 


John MARKOVSK! (PRTH) 
Brad MALONEY (MARC) 
Mile STERJOVSKI (SUTD) 
Pablo CARDOZO (SOLY) 
Vaughan COVENY (SMEL) 
Michael CURCIJA (SMEL 
Alex MOREIRA (CARL) 
Francis AWARITEFE (MARC) 
Damian MORI (ADL) 
Sasho PETROVSKI (WOLL) 
Joe TRICARICO (CARL) 
Marco BRESCIANO (CARL) 
Pablo CARDOZO (SOLY) 
Alex DURIC (ADSH) 
John GIBSON (ADSH) 
Peter BULJAN (CANB) 
Simon COLOSIMO (CARL) 
Joel GRIFFITHS SUTD) 
Troy HALPIN (PRTH) 
Harry KARL (MELK) 
Ivan KELIC (MELK) 
Goran LOZANOVSK! (SMEL) 
Dino MENNILLO (ADLC) 
Scott MILLER (PRTH) 
Derek POIMER (ADSH) 
Kris TRAJANOVSKI (MARC) 
John ANASTASIADIS (SMEL) 
Zeljko BABIC (MARC) 
Tansel BASER (SMEL) 
Con BOUTSIANIS (PRTH) 
David CERVINSKI (MELK) 
Sean CRANNEY (BRIS) 

~ Bobby DESPOTOVSKI (pRTH) 
Jeromy HARRIS (BRIS) 
Chris KALANTZIS (SOLY) 
Vas KALOGERACOS (PRTH) 
Dongi Ki KIM (ADLC) 
Pan KIM (MARC) 


Lubo LAPSANSKY(CARL) 
Kresimir MARUSIC (SPRT) 
Gary OWENS (NEWC) 
Shane PRYCE (NEWC) 
Mark RUDAN (SPRT) 
Archie THOMPSON (GIPS) 
Hamilton THORPE (ADSH) 
Norman TOME (SOLY) 
Danny VIDAKOVIC (ADSH) 
Andy VLAHOS (CARL) 
Richie ALAGICH (ADSH) 

- Walter ARDONE (SUTD) 
Elias AUGERINOS (SOLY) 
Clayton BELL (GIPS) 

Peter BENNETT (SUTD) 
Paul BILOKAPIC (SPRT) 
John BUONAVOGLIA (NEWC) 
Vinko BULJUBASIC (PRTH) 
Nick CARLE (OLY) 

Joe CALETA (SUTD) 

Alvin CECCOLI (WOLL) 
Scott CHIPPERFIELD (WOLL) 
David CLARKON (SMEL) 
Jason CULINA (SOLY) 
Saso DIMOSKI (WOLL) 
Steve EAGLETON (UTD) 
Brett EMMERTON (SOLY) 
Andy HARPER (BRIS) 
Jeromy HARRIS (BRIS) 
Brad HASSELL (ADLC) 

Will HASTIE (GIPS) 

Danny HAY (PRTH) 

Chay HEWS (BRIS) 

Matt HORSLEY (WOLL) 
Karl HROVJE (MELK) 

Harry JAMES (CANB) 

Alex JOSIFOVSKI (CARL) 
Ante JURIC (SOLY) 

Hrovje KARL (MELK) 
Stephen LAYBUTT (BRIS) 
Dominic LONGO (MARC) 
Darren McDONALD (MARC) 
Stuart McLAREN (BRIS) 
Brian MacNICOL (GIPS) 
Esala MASI (WOLL) 

Robbie MARKOVAC (CARL): 
Branko MILOSEVIC (ADSH) 
David MITCHELL.(SUTD) 
Gareth NAVEN (PRTH) 
Levent OSMAN (GIPS) 


RAM SPORTS 


The ONLY Australian owned brand with FIFA Approved balls 
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